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Assess
Assessment of Risk
What is the concern? 
Does the child need to be seen immediately? 
Do you assess there is a serious and imminent risk to their safety?
LSCP Joint Guidance on Calls for Welfare to Lincolnshire Police



Discuss your concerns with your line manager
Consider the risk and what needs to happen immediately – in the medium term
Who else can support – what can the network do? 
What information might others have to resolve your concern? 
Is an escalation / s.47 Strategy Discussion required?
Is a planned joint visit with Protecting Vulnerable Persons unit more appropriate? 

Discuss





Children’s Services
Ensure EDT alert is logged with details of the request, including what your contingency plan is and what action you want EDT to take. 
Police
Contact caller on route for joint attendance
BWV should be on during visit
Live update to the caller to discuss any concerns and / or provide the outcome.  Email as contingency.
Detailed recording of outcome to be logged: 
· Details of all individuals seen, where and when
· Any concerns or safety noted
Health
Police Protection powers will not provide consent to treat, only for the child to be retained in a place of safety

Immediate Concern for Safety
Call Force Control Room on 101

Articulate the risk clearly – this allows the Police to prioritise effectively

· Who are you worried about? Describe key individuals
· Where are they likely to be? 
· What are the details of your concern? Be specific
· Are they open to TAC / CIN / CP / s.47 investigation / In care?
· What is your expectation from the police attending? How can they assist with safeguarding? 
· What action have you taken already? 
· What is the Safety Plan? 
· Who else is in the network? Are other agencies involved? 
· Are there adult behaviours of concern? Non-engagement, avoidance, deflection, minimising etc? 
· Caller to confirm intention to stay or availability to return.
· Both parties confirm their understanding of what has been agreed
Decide


















Additional Information: 
Additional Information
The Local Authority Emergency Duty Team can only respond to a crisis that arises/happens out of hours that cannot safely wait until the next day. EDT are not case workers; their role is to make a safe plan to hold a situation until the next working day. 
EDT social workers have very limited resources out of hours and there is usually only one SW covering the whole county at any one time. 
Area teams complete EDT Alerts to inform EDT of the situation, setting out plans and the contingency. EDT Limitations: Taking over from daytime – If there is something that daytime teams have already been dealing with during office hours EDT cannot take this over at 5pm.
EDT have delegated decision making and access to an on-call Senior Manager. 









Police Powers: Under Section 17 of the PACE, a police constable may enter and search any premises for the purpose of saving life or limb or preventing serious damage to property. 
There is no specific power of entry to carry out a concern for welfare check, even where children are concerned.
… In 2010 the case of Syed v DPP again challenged any justification to enter private property when the reason for their entry was a concern for someone’s welfare. The court ruled that this is altogether too low a threshold and that officers need to have reasonable grounds to believe that life or limb is literally and imminently at risk.







If a child leaves (or is removed from) a care setting prior to receiving the treatment or investigations required, your standard Safeguarding processes should be undertaken (Police/Social Care contact, as well as internal escalation). If the child is returned to a medical setting under Police powers of Protection, please remember that this will not provide consent to treat, but will allow the child to be retained in a place of safety pending further discussions.






Top tips…. 
· CPRUAdmin@lincolnshire.gov.uk to check CS involvement with families (Mon – Fri 9-5)
· Think about where you call from and is it a confidential space?
· Would it be helpful to share the BWV with the caller?
· Sway -  Children's Service Contact Details

This guidance does not replace your duties under your own agency safeguarding policies or procedures and please ensure you log your contacts on your internal safeguarding recording  system.
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