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Kent County Council Children’s Social Work Services 

Children Act 1989 - Private Fostering

CHECKLIST FOR PARENTS WHO ARE PLANNING TO MAKE ARRANGEMENTS TO

PRIVATELY FOSTER YOUR CHILD 

Your Child’s Physical Safety

For example: is the foster carers house what you would wish for your child in terms of cleanliness, space, location? Is the carer careful about safety in the home (are there smoke alarms, stair gates, safe play equipment, child car seats etc?)  Will the carer supervise your child appropriately? What are the carers expectations about your child going out and coming home etc?

Will your child have his/her own bedroom (a child of 7 years and over in private foster care can only share a bedroom with a child of the same gender)?  If your child won’t have his/her own bedroom, how does he/she feel about this?  

Your Child’s Health

For example: will the carer encourage your child to have a healthy lifestyle and eat a healthy diet?  Will the carer ensure that your child has regular dental checks and keep you fully informed of any health issues and regular appointments?  Will you give written permission for the carer to take you child to health appointments and agree treatment if this is needed?  

Your Child’s Happiness and Emotional Security

Will the carer(s) treat your child as a member of their family while he/she is living with them?  How difficult might your child find it to adjust to a new and/or different family lifestyle?  Think about the information you need to give the carer, and what you need to know about the carer in order to prepare your child for moving to live with another family and to make sure that your child will feel comfortable and happy away from his/her home.  Are you confident that the carer(s) will respect and promote your child’s racial identity, religious practices and culture?

Have you planned how you and the carer will make sure that your child can keep in touch with his/her brothers, sisters and/or extended family?  What about the arrangements for contact between you and your child? Are you confident that the carer will be able to encourage your child’s leisure interests and friendships and welcome his/her friends into their home?  

Have you thought about, or talked with the carer(s) about their views on guidance and boundaries?  For example: how will the carer(s) reward your child’s good behaviour, or sanction unacceptable behaviour? What rules will your child be expected to keep in the household, i.e. bedtimes, coming in times, mealtimes etc?  

Your Child’s Education

How far will your child have to travel to pre-school/school/college? Who will be responsible for the travel arrangements if the school etc is at a distance?  Will the carer support your child to make the most of his/her potential and assist with homework?  Who is going to attend parent consultation meetings with the educational establishment your child attends and who will receive school reports you or the carer?  

Finance for your Child

Are the financial arrangements for your child clear between you and the carer(s)? For example: what contributions are you planning to make towards your child’s care and who will pay your child’s pocket money etc?
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