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County Fostering Assessment Team 1
Children’s Social Work Services

	PRIVATE & CONFIDENTIAL 

	Fostering Team
     

	
	Telephone:
	

	
	Ask for:
	

	
	Ref:
	

	
	Date:
	


Dear 
Your name has been given as a personal referee by       in connection with them becoming Relief Carers with Kent County Council Fostering Service.  

A Relief Carer is identified by an approved Foster Carer to look after a child or young person placed with the Foster Carer, for short periods of time, either in the Foster Carers home or the Relief Carers home, while the Foster Carer takes a holiday or break.  The period a Relief Carer looks after a child or young person would not ordinarily exceed 14 nights and the Foster Carer retains responsibility for the child or young person while they are away.  
It would be appreciated if you could complete the enclosed questionnaire and return it by secure e-mail to the address above.   

The questionnaire will not be shared with       without your knowledge. It will form part of an assessment report that goes to the Head of Fostering to agree the Relief Care arrangement.  
Thank you in advance for your help and I look forward to hearing from you.
Yours sincerely

Fostering Social Worker
County Fostering Assessment Team 1
Enc. Questionnaire and Leaflet
Questionnaire for Completion by Referees for Relief Carer(s)
Name of Relief Carer: 

 

     
Address:  


     
Name and address of person(s) providing reference: 

     
Telephone Number:   

     
How long have you known the Relief Carers and in what capacity?

     
Please describe the personality of the Relief Carers, including their strengths and vulnerabilities?
     
Do you know of any serious difficulty or crisis which has confronted them and how they coped with it? e.g. bereavement, marital difficulties, redundancy infertility, etc.

     
Do you know the Relief Carers own children (if any) and have you any comments to make on their upbringing?

     
How would you describe their lifestyle, e.g. sociable, busy, isolated?
     
Do you know of any people in the Relief Carers lives who would pose a risk to children? 
     
As a Relief Carer(s) they may be looking after a range of children with different needs, can you describe their interaction and care of children and young people. 

     
Do you have any reservations about this family’s suitability to be Relief Carers for vulnerable children and young people?

     
Are there any other matters that you consider relevant, which have not been included elsewhere?

Signatures:

     
Date:

     
          Please respond by replying to the secure e-mail sent by:
     
Should you have any difficulties please contact 
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