
	Name 
	[Witness] (no)

	Date
	[Date]

	On behalf of
	Kent County Council

	
	

	IN THE [COURT] FAMILY PROCEEDINGS/COUNTY COURT
	

	Matter No:
	[Caseno]

	IN THE MATTER OF [CHILD1]
	

	AND IN THE MATTER OF [CHILD2]
	

	AND IN THE MATTER OF THE CHILDREN ACT 1989
	

	BETWEEN:
	

	KENT COUNTY COUNCIL
	Applicant

	and
	

	[MOTHER]
	First Respondent

	and
	

	[FATHER]
	Second Respondent

	and
	

	[CHILD1] and [CHILD2] (Minors acting by their children’s guardian)
	Third Respondents

	FIRST STATEMENT OF [WITNESS] IN
RESPONSE TO SECTION 37 DIRECTION

	1. 
	I, [witness], am a [social worker] employed by Kent County Council Children Families and Education at [address].  I have known [Child1] and [Child2] since [date], when I became their allocated social worker.

	2. 
	[qualifications]

	3. 
	[relevant work experience]

	Statement of the result of child protection investigation

	4. 
	The local authority is issuing care proceedings in respect of [Child1] and [Child2] and this statement of evidence is filed in support of its application.

	OR

	5. 
	The local authority is not issuing care proceedings in respect of [Child1] and [Child2] and this statement of evidence:

	
	(1)
	Explains the local authority’s reasons for deciding not to issue care proceedings;

	
	(2)
	Identifies any service(s) or assistance which the local authority has provided, or intends to provide, for [Child1] and [Child2] and/or his/their family;

	
	(3)
	Identifies any other action which the local authority has taken, or proposes to take, with respect to the child;

	
	(4)
	Advises whether the local authority considers whether it would be appropriate to review the case at a later date; and

	
	(5)
	In the event that the local authority decides that it would be appropriate to review the case at a later date, advises as to the date on which that review is to begin and the nature of the review proposed.

	Evidence

	6. 
	The information contained in this statement and in the attached core assessment and social work chronology is taken from the Applicant local authority’s Social Services’ case files, consultations with colleagues and other professionals and my direct involvement with [Child1], [Child2] and their family.  

	7. 
	I believe that the facts stated in this witness statement are true.

	Family Composition

	Name
	DOB
	Gender
	Relationship
	Address

	[Child1]
	
	Male
	Subject
	

	[Child2]
	
	Female
	Subject
	

	[Mother]
	
	Female
	Mother
	

	[Father]
	
	Male
	Father
	

	
	
	
	
	


	Background circumstances, including the present living arrangements for the child[ren] and arrangements for contact between the child[ren] and parent(s) or other relevant adult or child.

	8. 
	


	The precipitating incident(s) comprising a summary of the incident(s) or circumstances giving rise to the application and the reasons for making the application.

	9. 
	


	Any facts and matters that are within the social worker’s personal knowledge limited to the findings sought by the local authority

	10. 
	


	Any information relevant to the ethnicity, language, religion, culture, gender and vulnerability of the child(ren) and other significant persons in the form of a ‘family profile’ together with a narrative description and details of the social care and other services that are relevant to the same.

	11. 
	


	Details of any concerns the local authority may have about the mental capacity of any parent or other person with parental responsibility to care for the child(ren) or their capacity to participate in the proceedings.

	12. 
	


	Any emergency steps that are relevant to the application and any previous proceedings (e.g. criminal proceedings, other family proceedings, disciplinary, immigration or mental capacity/health determinations) and any orders made in such proceedings that are potentially relevant to this application.

	13. 
	


	A brief description of any referral and assessment processes that have already occurred, including the details of any family or friends who have been assessed in relation to long term care/contact or respite.

	14. 
	


	Any decisions made by the local authority that are relevant to the application (e.g. Child Protection Register, family group conference(s), fostering / adoption panels, etc.)

	15. 
	


	Information about the letter(s) before proceedings notifying the parents and others with parental responsibility for the child(ren) of the local authority’s plan to apply to court for a care or supervision order (copy/copies attached).

	16. 
	


	Section 37 direction

	The local authority’s decision in respect of care proceedings

	[Child1]

	17. 
	


	[Child2]

	18. 
	


	Service(s) or assistance which the local authority has provided, or intends to provide, for the child(ren) and/or his/their family;

	[Child1]

	19. 
	


	[Child2]

	20. 
	


	Any other action which the local authority has taken, or proposes to take, with respect to the child(ren);

	[Child1]

	21. 
	


	[Child2]

	22. 
	


	Whether the local authority considers whether it would be appropriate to review the case at a later date and, if so, the date on which that review is to begin and the nature of the review proposed

	[Child1]

	23. 
	


	[Child2]

	24. 
	


	The Welfare Checklist

	The ascertainable wishes and feelings of the child(ren) concerned (considered in the light of their age and understanding);

	[Child1]

	25. 
	


	[Child2]

	26. 
	


	The child(ren)’s physical, emotional and educational needs;

	[Child1]

	27. 
	


	[Child2]

	28. 
	


	The likely effect on the child(ren) of any change in their circumstances;

	[Child1]

	29. 
	


	[Child2]

	30. 
	


	The child(ren)’s age, sex, background and any of their characteristics which the court considers relevant (include the family context and advice relating to ethnicity, language, religion and culture of the child(ren) and other significant persons);

	[Child1]

	31. 
	


	[Child2]

	32. 
	


	Any harm which the child(ren) has/have suffered or is/are at risk of suffering;

	[Child1] 

	33. 
	


	[Child2]

	34. 
	


	How capable each of his parents, and any other person in relation to whom the court considers the question to be relevant, is of meeting the child(ren)’s needs;

	[Child1]

	35. 
	


	[Child2]

	36. 
	


	The range of powers available to the court under the Children Act 1989 in the proceedings in question.

	(a) No Order

	[Child1]

	37. 
	


	[Child2]

	38. 
	


	(b) Other relevant order, e.g. residence order, special guardianship order, etc.

	[Child1]

	39. 
	


	[Child2]

	40. 
	


	(c) Supervision Order

	[Child1]

	41. 
	


	[Child2]

	42. 
	


	(d) Care Order

	[Child1]

	43. 
	


	[Child2]

	44. 
	


	Where the local authority is applying for an interim order: the local authority’s initial proposals for the child(ren) (which are also set out in the attached care plan) including placement, contact with parents and other significant persons and the social care services that are proposed.

	[Child1]

	45. 
	


	[Child2]

	46. 
	


	The local authority’s initial proposals for the further assessment of the parties during the proceedings, including twin track /concurrent planning (where more than one permanence option for the child(ren) is being explored by the local authority).  Include the details of any family or friends proposed to be assessed in relation to long term care/contact or respite.  Also include any proposal for assessment / expert evidence and explain why such assessment / evidence was not procured before the application was issued.

	47. 
	


	Conclusion/Summary

	Advice about the court process including the timetable for the child(ren)

	[Child1]

	48. 
	


	[Child2]

	49. 
	


	Summary of work that remains to be done for the child(ren) in the short and longer term with reasons for work not being completed before proceedings issued

	[Child1]

	50. 
	


	[Child2]

	51. 
	


	Anticipated likely outcomes to safeguard and promote the best interests of the child(ren), based on the information currently available.

	[Child1]

	52. 
	


	[Child2]

	53. 
	


	Recommendation

	[Child1]

	54. 
	


	[Child2]

	55. 
	


	Dated [Date]
	Signed……………………………………………………..

[witness]

[social worker]
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