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1.
Background
The South Gloucestershire Safeguarding Children Board and South Gloucestershire Partnership Against Domestic Abuse aim to support all people experiencing domestic violence/abuse, including children and young people who may be the primary or secondary victims of such behaviour. To this end these procedures have been developed to assist with the sharing of information, with the aim of:

· Increasing earlier identification of domestic violence/abuse
· Facilitating a timely and appropriate response to children and young people affected by domestic abuse
· Minimising the long-term effect of domestic abuse on children and young people and the prevention of repeat victimisation
2.
Information Sharing Procedures
There will be two formal processes of information sharing covered within these procedures: 
1. Avon and Somerset Constabulary domestic incident reports to South Gloucestershire Secondary and Primary Schools.
2. South Gloucestershire Secondary and Primary Schools involvement in South Gloucestershire Domestic Abuse Multi-Agency Risk Assessment Conferences (MARACs). 
These procedures are complementary to and do not replace the existing routes in place for the protection of children. If you have safeguarding concerns regarding a child or young person, policies and procedures can be found at http://www.proceduresonline.com/swcpp/ or you can contact South Gloucestershire Council Department for Children and Young People on: 
Access and Response Team (ART): 01454 866000

2.1. Avon and Somerset Constabulary domestic incident reports to South Gloucestershire Secondary and Primary Schools

Figure one, below, outlines the procedures for sharing Police domestic incident reports with South Gloucestershire Secondary and Primary Schools. These procedures will supersede any existing arrangements, including the sharing of this information via school health nurses. 
Figure One: 
Information Exchange from Avon and Somerset Constabulary to South Gloucestershire Schools: 

2.1.1
Information Sharing 

The information contained in the Police report remains the property of Avon and Somerset Constabulary and is shared with South Gloucestershire schools for the purpose of protecting and supporting children and young people. Families are informed by Police that for the purposes of child protection the information about the incident may be disclosed to relevant agencies. 

The Designated Teacher for Safeguarding will need to securely store and/or archive this information confidentially at the school. 

2.1.2
Responding to C&YP and Parents

This report is likely to be a trigger for staff to make welfare enquiries with a child or young person but in order to retain confidentiality the approach to these enquiries should be general and receipt of a domestic incident report must not be given as a reason for making these enquiries. 

Furthermore, under no circumstances should a copy of the report be shown to the child or young person or their parents and in order not to increase risk to the victim and any children, under no circumstances should staff of the school notify the person identified as the perpetrator that they are in receipt of the incident form or the detail contained within this. 

These procedures outline a process for sharing personalised information, and therefore they are strictly bound by data protection legislation.  If the guidance for sharing information outlined in these procedures is not followed it will be a breach of the Data Protection Act, 1998.
Schools should use their professional judgement in discussing issues of domestic abuse with children & young people and their parents. These discussions should be conducted in an appropriate manner and in line with school protocols on confidentiality. 

If staff have any queries about the sharing of this information they can contact the North East Police Safeguarding and Coordination Unit by calling 01278 644588 or 101.  
Schools are advised if they have further concerns about a child or young person they should  contact the Access & Response Team on 01454 866000.  A school may decide to initiate a Single Assessment Framework (SAF) to help identify support and respond to these needs. 

2.2 
South Gloucestershire Secondary and Primary Schools involvement in South Gloucestershire Domestic Abuse Multi-Agency Risk Assessment Conferences (MARACs)
If secondary and primary schools are routinely being informed of children and young people affected by domestic abuse, through police incident reports, it is also important to link schools into the South Gloucestershire Domestic Abuse Multi-Agency Risk Assessment Conference (MARAC) process.  
Multi Agency Risk Assessment Conferences (MARACs) are a regular multi agency meeting expected to be held at least monthly, providing a forum for sharing information and taking action that will reduce harm to high-risk victims of domestic abuse and their children. MARACs are outcome focused and have a unique format, focused on the needs and safety of the victim and their children. Attendance is by key agencies from the statutory and voluntary sector working in the field of domestic abuse and other related areas including health and housing. 

Key aims of MARAC are: 
· To share information to increase the safety, health and well being of victims – adults and their children
· To determine whether the perpetrator poses a significant risk to any particular   individual or to the general community 
· To jointly construct and implement a risk management plan that provides professional support to all those at risk and that reduces the risk of harm
· To reduce repeat victimisation
· To improve agency accountability
· To improve support for staff involved in high-risk cases
Cases where the Perpetrator or victim is under the age of 16 are not referred automatically to MARACs; their recommendation for inclusion is subject to the discretion / approval of the Manager of the Safeguarding Coordination Unit (Chair of the MARAC) and the South Gloucestershire Senior Community Safety Officer (Chair of MARAC Steering Group). 
The responsibility to take appropriate actions rests with individual agencies; it is not transferred to the MARAC. The role of the MARAC is to facilitate, monitor and evaluate effective information sharing to enable appropriate actions to be taken to increase public safety. 

Figure Two: 
Information Exchange between South Gloucestershire Schools and the 

Multi-Agency Risk Assessment Conference (MARAC):

3. 
Additional Options for Schools in Tackling Domestic Abuse 
3. Additional Options for Schools in Tackling Domestic Abuse
In addition to the procedures outlined above, below is a list of additional options available to schools in tackling domestic abuse. 
Generic roles for schools in supporting children and young people experiencing domestic abuse:
Please note there is a dedicated South Gloucestershire ‘Toolkit’ available for professionals and agencies working with C&YP who may be affected by domestic abuse which is available free of charge by contacting the South Gloucestershire Council Community Safety Team or by visiting our website: www.southglos.gov.uk 
· Staff attendance at training sessions on domestic abuse 
· A specialist input on domestic abuse at in-service training days 
· Provision in school of posters and leaflets with details of appropriate phone numbers and support services for pupils and staff (available free of charge from South Gloucestershire Council)
· Professional support for staff who may be dealing with personal issues of domestic abuse (details of specialist support agencies can be provided)
· Fostering a ‘zero-tolerance’ attitude to violence and abuse
· Displaying posters with information for potential victims of domestic violence e.g. parents who are likely to be visiting the school (available free of charge from South Gloucestershire Council)
· Inclusion of lessons or sessions on domestic abuse and healthy relationships 
Options for Schools to provide practical support for children and young people experiencing domestic abuse:
· Provision of uniform / text books / stationary to children living in refuges (who may have left their homes suddenly and were unable to take all school supplies)
· Support to children living in refuges to reduce isolation – transport assistance, providing a place to do homework
· Emotional support, including Individual informal support - teachers are often the adults children prefer to talk to
· Referral to support agencies including child protection referral where necessary

· Facilitate peer support
For more information on any of the above please contact: 

 CommunitySafetyTeam@southglos.gov.uk
Tel: 01454 868751 / 01454 868761 

Specialist Support for Children & Young People affected by Domestic Abuse: 

· Survive: www.survivedv.org.uk / 0117 9612999


A local charity specialising in support for women and children affected by domestic  
abuse; including refuge accommodation and outreach support. 

· B@ck on Tr@ck: (contact Survive on details above) 

A programme for young people run in partnership between Survive, Barnardos and 
the Children and Adolescent Mental Health Service (CAMHS). The programme runs 
for 10 weeks and is aimed at young people aged 11 – 17. It provides an opportunity 
for young people to talk about their feelings with others & be listened to. The 
programme aims to raise self esteem & confidence in all those taking part through 
group tasks & activities and is designed to encourage young people to move on 
positively with their life. 

· www.thehideout.org.uk  / www.womensaid.org.uk 
· www.there4me.com 

· http://thisisabuse.direct.gov.uk 

South Gloucestershire Police respond to an incident of domestic abuse – they take whatever immediate action is required; an incident report and risk assessment is generated





If there is a child of school age involved in any way then on a daily basis South Gloucestershire Police Safeguarding Coordination Unit will securely email these reports to a dedicated email address in the Research and Analysis team, within the Department for Children, Adults & Health*. 








SGC identifies which school/s the children involved attend and will then securely send the reports via RMSecureNet Police_DV Community, FAO: School Child Protection Officer / Safeguarding Lead. 


Where possible this should happen within 24hours of receipt of the incident report. 














Process overseen by Manager of the Safeguarding Coordination Unit and information is shared under Section 115 of the Crime and Disorder Act 1998 and the Children Act, 2004





Information is shared under Section 115 of the Crime and Disorder Act 1998 and the Children Act, 2004. 





The Access & Response Team will also receive a copy of these reports from Avon & Somerset Police, which will be responded to as per internal protocols.  





Designated Teacher for Safeguarding: receives the email and will


 share information with relevant staff members on a need to know basis. The Information will be treated confidentially and must not be shared with parents or the child.








POLICE ACTION





SGC ACTION





SCHOOL ACTION





POSSIBLE NOTIFICATION:


Staff who could be notified that an incident report has been received


Tutor


Head Of Year/House


Internal Support Agencies


Senior Leadership Team


SENCO


Teachers


Remember – need to know basis.











 POSSIBLE ACTION: 


Monitor (e.g. behaviour changes)


Initiate a SAF


Referral to outside agency


Social Services referral


Assess appropriate level of contact between school & parents e.g. check for injunctions etc.


Move away from another child in lessons


Emotional / practical support


Any knowledge of further incidents refer to ART








NB: the Police incident forms are also sent to the council’s Access & Response Team who may also make contact with the school – if you have additional information consider if this needs to be shared with Social Care.  











Section 3 provides more detail on possible action. 





South Gloucestershire Council FYPS Team receives master MARAC referrals from the Police Safeguarding Coordination Unit and confirms the school status of any C&YP involved. They then contact their SPOC within the School (Designated Safeguarding Teacher) to:





Notify them that a C&YP within their school is involved in the MARAC process


To collate any relevant information from the school that could assist the MARAC


Invite a representative from the school to attend the MARAC if appropriate





A Team Manager from FYPS (and school representative if appropriate) attends the MARAC meeting and presents any information that can contribute to the ongoing risk assessment and action plan – which will include appropriate actions for supporting and protecting any children and young people involved.





FYPS then passes on any appropriate information from the MARAC to the school (via Designated Teacher), including any actions requested for the school to undertake e.g. counselling through the school. 


This information is stored securely by the school in their files. 





If the school become aware of any additional incidents of domestic abuse (even if a police report has not been received), they should notify the FYPS team or ART and request a ‘repeat’ referral to be made to MARAC. 





If the school has any further causes for concern about the Child or Young Person they should contact ART using the usual procedures.   





If the school becomes aware of any information that may warrant a referral to a MARAC they should contact the ART or FYPS Team or call/email the Police Safeguarding and Coordination Unit for advice: 





� HYPERLINK "mailto:SafeguardingCoordinationUnitNorthern@avonandsomerset.pnn.police.uk" �SafeguardingCoordinationUnitNorthern@avonandsomerset.pnn.police.uk�


 Tel: 01278 644588 
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