
  

 Shropshire Virtual School - Looking After Learning for Care Experienced Pupils 

Spring Term Newsletter January 2021 

Dear Designated Teachers and Leads for Looked After and Previously looked after children  

Welcome back to the Spring term – sending Happy New Year wishes to you all and hope that 

you had some opportunity to have a break over the Christmas holidays. We recognise that we 

want to support those who are looking after our children, so in conjunction with West 

Midlands Virtual School Heads we want to be part of Everyday Heroes in a Virtual world 

https://jazampawfarr.com/about/ details below.  

Latest Guidelines  

All looked after children are deemed as vulnerable and therefore covered by the guidance below, 

likewise all will be a priority for testing.  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/schools-and-childcare-settings-return-in-january-

2021/schools-and-childcare-settings-return-in-january-2021 

“In those schools with secondary-age pupils, vulnerable children and young people, and the 

children of critical workers are expected to access on-site education provision from each school's 

advertised first day of term and should be prioritised for testing” 

However, we understand that this is a rapidly changing landscape, if you have any queries 

please contact us   

Training Opportunities – please note that all our training continues to be free and accessed, on the 

main, via https://cpd.ucshrewsbury.ac.uk/catalogue/  - here are the titles, dates and times of the 

training – please log-in using the above link to book your place 
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Additional Training Opportunities  

ePEP has had an update on the SMART TARGET section and so we are also holding 1 hour sessions, 

booked via virtualschool@shropshire.gov.uk to share the changes with you. The dates for these 

sessions are: 

Thursday 7th January 11:30am – 12:30pm – limited spaces 
Monday 11th January  8:30am – 9:30am 

Wednesday 13th January  4:00pm – 5:000pm – limited spaces 

Tuesday 19th January 8:30am – 9:30am 

Thursday 21st January 4:00pm – 5:00pm 

Monday 25th January 1:00pm – 2:00pm – limited spaces 

 

The new target section is now in place on ePEP, the ePEP noticeboard will have updated guidance on 

SMART target writing.  

Secondary School Designated Teachers - Every Day Heroes  

We understand that the number of children entering care has increased this year, and you often have 

other key responsibilities in school in addition to Designated Teacher for Looked After Children and 

previously looked after children.   

We want to look after you and, we would like to invite you to a keynote speech by Jazz Amparr- Farr 

Wednesday 27th January 3:00pm further details to follow,  to better support you in your role as DT 

and for those young people in Key stage 4 & 5 

AC Education online training – there are still a limited number of credit available for those that wish 

to access online training. There is a range of topic areas, please look at the available courses here 

https://www.ac-education.co.uk/ and if you’d like to access them then please email 

Virtualschool”shropshire.gov.uk noting which course you would like to complete. 

PEP prepping 2 years + up to Year 11  

PEPs will continue to be held virtually via MS TEAMS – please ensure that you have PEP dates in your 

diary for ALL children age 2yrs+ for the spring Term.  If you are missing any Spring term PEP reviews 

dates, then please email the child’s social worker to secure a date. 

As always, it is best practice to plan interventions, use of PP+ funding and SMART targets at the 

beginning of the term.  To help you gather information from across key subject leads to inform the 

PEP and SMART targets, please see the handy Round Robin. This proforma is also on the ePEP 

noticeboard which may be useful for secondary DT’s 

Our signing off date for Spring term PEP is Monday 22nd March 2021  

Attendance Collection – just a reminder that we continue to collect the ePEP Attendance Collection 

data via the attendance officer who will input weekly.  This allows the VS to check attendance and 

exclusions swiftly and accurately. If a child is at risk of exclusion or is excluded then the Virtual Schools 

should inform those with parental responsibility, social care and the Virtual School at once. Contact 

should also be made with Education Access (Shropshire Council only) and that processes are followed 

as they should be for any child at risk of exclusion. 

Adoption Support Funding  

mailto:virtualschool@shropshire.gov.uk
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Families at your school may not be aware that they are able to apply for Adoption Support funding at 

any time.  

The Adoption Support fund (ASF) was established to provide therapeutic support for families in the 

years following adoption. It is available for children living in England up to and including the age of 21 

(or 25 with an EHC plan). Funding per child per annum is capped at £5,000 with an additional £2,500 

assessment fee if needed. Therapies offered include psychotherapy; music therapy; theraplay and filial 

therapy.  

More information is available on our website https://www.together4children.co.uk/support/  To 

apply, parents or guardians, rather than the school, will need to contact the local authority who will 

apply to the fund on their behalf. 

WISH intervention programme (Shropshire) 

 Please find below information in relation to ‘WISH’ which has been developed by Shropshire 

Education Psychology Team as part of the Department of Education’s return to wellbeing initiative 

and our multi-agency children and young people’s resilience & prevention task & finish group. Please 

think about whether this intervention would be useful for your looked after and previously looked 

after children. 

This training and the associated key stage resources & EPS support are now being made available to 

all Shropshire schools. If you have any questions or need any more information at all please let me 

know (naomi.ohanlon@shropshire.gov.uk). 

 

Please find below some information on WISH and the Moving Towards Hopeful Futures webinars: 

WISH is an intervention programme for children and young people in Key Stages 2-4, which has 

been developed by our Shropshire Educational Psychologists. The programme is built on 

psychological theories and research into the best support 

to develop and enhance the well-being, self-efficacy and 

resilience of children and young people, both generally 

and following traumatic events. It has been appreciated 

that everyone will have had vastly different experiences 

of Covid-19 and lockdown, and the design of WISH has 

taken this into consideration. WISH is a universal 

intervention which supplies opportunities for children 

and young people to reflect, learn and develop their skills 

now and to move them towards positive futures.  

A 30-minute online training video has been developed for 

School Staff to enhance understanding of the psychology 

underpinning the WISH programme. School Staff will be 

provided with prepared PowerPoint slides for each of the 

10 WISH sessions and a WISH manual to support the delivery of each slide, all of which have been 

differentiated to be appropriate for the three Key Stages. A short feedback questionnaire should be 

completed to ensure that School Staff are ready to facilitate the sessions prior to starting the WISH 

programme. Furthermore, children and young people will be encouraged to reflect on their well-

being before and after the 10 WISH sessions in a quick survey, which will provide schools with 

valuable feedback on how their children and young people are feeling. The 10 WISH sessions may be 

https://www.together4children.co.uk/support/
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run in 15-20 minutes, although more time can be taken to run them and there are additionally 

opportunities for extension activities for each session. 

The WISH programme is Shropshire’s bespoke intervention to support children and young people 

during the Covid-19 pandemic. It is the lead intervention for Shropshire schools and endorsed as part 

of the DfE Government well-being intervention that is currently being delivered nationally. WISH is 

also the well-being intervention for the University of Leeds project, which is evaluating children’s 

access to nutrition during this challenging time.  

The WISH programme has been created by Dr Kathryn Morgan, Dr Chantal Goss and Trainee 

Educational Psychologist Emily Williamson. 

The Moving Towards Hopeful Futures webinars will be a series of short webinars to support schools 

in building and enhancing the wellbeing of pupils, staff and educational settings as systems. The 

webinars will share important psychological models to develop understanding of what resilience is, 

how is may be developed and what educational settings can do to promote it. They very much link to 

the psychological principles and theories within the WISH programme, which we hope will further 

reinforce these messages within educational settings. Using a positive psychology lens, the webinars 

will also provide schools with opportunities for staff to be reminded and to reflect on the good 

practice, knowledge, skills and strategies they must promote wellbeing, as well as sharing further 

ideas to enhance this. We hope that staff will leave the sessions feeling supported and with a plan of 

what their future steps to promote wellbeing will be. It is obviously important that these sessions are 

helpful and supportive, so there will be opportunities for educational settings to feed back to us, 

which will inform future webinars. In addition to the Moving Towards Hopeful Futures webinars, we 

are also hosting virtual live coaching sessions with educational settings, so we can answer questions 

and plan next steps with them. 

The Moving Towards Hopeful Futures webinars and linked coaching sessions are being developed by 

Dr Kathryn Morgan and Trainee Educational Psychologist Daniel Cumber. 

 

Please contact the Virtual school team if you have any queries  

Rosemary Hooper  

Head of Shropshire Virtual School for Looked After Children  

Mount McKinley  

Shrewsbury Business Park  

Anchorage Avenue  

Shrewsbury  

SY2 6FG 

01743 250124 

virtualschool@shropshire.gov.uk 
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