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MULTI AGENCY FLOWCHART – FEMALE GENITAL MUTILATION 
 
FGM is: Illegal; A Crime and Constitutes Child Abuse 
 
Regulated Health and Social Care Professionals as well as educational staff are now required to report cases of FGM in 
girls under the age of 18 to the Police. 
 

 

Child, young person 
or parent discloses 
procedure is to be 

undertaken 

Signs and indicators 
point to FGM 

procedure having 
taken place 

It is disclosed that older 
females in the family have 

undergone the procedure (this 
may indicate there is a risk to 

younger female members) 

If the organisation is 
informed that a girl 
has been subject to 

these practices 

MANDATORY REPORTING DUTIES OF THE PROFESSIONAL INITIALLY IDENTIFYING FGM: 

 Make a referral to Local Authority Children’s Social Care 

 Inform Police on 101    
Consideration should also be given to informing the School Nurse 

 
If it is believed that the young person, or their siblings, is at immediate risk telephone 999 

 

 

South Tyneside Safeguarding Children Board 
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FGM UPDATE 
FAQ’s 

 
A girl is using another term which I think is FGM. Do I need to report it? 
 
Yes – whether she uses the term “FGM” or any other term or description, eg “sunna” 
or “cut” the duty still applies. 
 
How quickly should I make the report? 
 
The safety of the girl or others at risk of harm is the priority. You should report ASAP 
with the same urgency as for all other safeguarding cases. If you believe reporting 
would lead to risk of serious harm to the child or anyone else, contact your 
designated safeguarding lead for advice, you may need longer to take action, in 
exceptional circumstances only. 
 
Should I tell the girl / family about the report? 
 
Yes wherever possible you should explain why the report is being made and what it 
means. If you believe reporting would lead to risk of serious harm to the child or 
anyone else (for example younger siblings), do not discuss it but instead contact 
your designated safeguarding lead for advice. 
 
I have been made aware of a case but the girl is over 18 – what should I do? 
 
The duty does not apply in this case. You should signpost the woman to services 
offering support and advice. You may also need to consider children within the family 
unit who may be at risk or have had FGM. 


