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Together or Apart Assessment
1. Introduction

2. Purpose

The Adoption and Children Act (2000) emphasises the importance of giving full consideration to a child’s birth family relationships. The National Minimum Standards, outlined in the Care Standards Act (2000), amended in 2011, emphasised that where possible, siblings have the right to live with their brother and sister if this is their assessed need.

A Together or Apart Assessment is to ascertain whether it is in the children’s best interests to be reunited within a placement together long term or whether they should be placed separate placements be sought.
3. Sources of information

The information used within this Together or Apart Assessment has been gained from a range of sources which include information shared within the Looked After Children Reviews by family members, foster carers and professionals, discussions with the previous Social Worker, discussions with the Adoption Social Worker, records within Children’s Services, contact reports and observations of the children with each other and without each other in their placements. 

https://uk.caselines.com/Account/LogOn?ReturnUrl=/Case/Review3/e839f7bc118446f887bac3ee206d09af?guid=f9dfe597d7e44f7f931bbe0ee75cda0e^^**^^d=04cdf91625d84785b69698a2a3284866^^**^^p=1 – SHEETS TO BE GIVENTO CARERS AND BIRTH PARENTS TO BE COMPLETED 
4. Background

5. Individual needs of the children 
CHILD A
CHILD B

CHILD C

CHILD D

6, Aspects of the Sibling Relationships 

Play/shared enjoyment and cooperation
Sibling dynamics

Issues around conflict between siblings

Behaviour sabotages efforts to meet other sibling’s needs

Reaction to separation

7. Recommendations
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