
Homeless Young Person (YP)

Has a S17 child in need assessment 

(CA89) been completed on the current 

circumstances?

Is the YP owed a duty 

under S20? – They are a 

child / assessed in NEED 

and homeless

Accommodate under S20 

(CA89) pending outcome 

of CIN assessment

Has the YP made 

an informed choice 

to reject offer of 

S20 help?

Undertake joint work to S17 child in need 

assessment (CA89) and secure most 

appropriate accommodation and support 

for the YP

Undertake joint work secure most 

appropriate accommodation and support 

for the YP under LAC framework

Assess and where a duty 

is owed accommodate 

under HA1996

Accommodate 

under S20 

(CA89)

Refer to housing and where a 

duty is owed accommodate under 

HA1996 – consider S17 support

Accommodating Young People under Legislative Duties

YES NO

YES NO

YES NO



Young Person (YP) with housing difficulties

Receiving department makes appropriate referral to 

enable joint work to be carried out to prevent 

homelessness and ensure the young person’s 

future housing and support needs understood –

Section 17 assessment to consider support needs 

and pathways for any plan – CIN support / FIW to 

support young person to remain at home.

Preventing Homelessness for Young People with Housing Difficulties

Point of contact 

Housing Needs Service

Point of contact 

Children and YP Services

Collect relevant information 

and do work to prevent any 

imminent homelessness

Collect relevant information 

and do work to prevent any 

imminent homelessness

Can’t prevent homelessness 

Refer to Accommodating YP 

under Legislative Duties 

flowchart

If homelessness cannot be 

prevented / YP has no suitable 

accommodation available

Refer to Accommodating YP 

under Legislative Duties 

flowchart


