APPENDIX 2
REPORT TO THE COURT IN RESPECT OF AN APPLICATION FOR SPECIAL GUARDIANSHIP ORDER
REGULATION 21 – THE SPECIAL GUARDIANSHIP REGULATIONS


Report to the court in respect of an application by _____________________ and _______________________ 

for a Special Guardianship Order written by ___________________________.  

I am a social worker holding __________________________ (qualification) obtained on________________ employed by the Leicester City Council, Social Care and Health Department.  

I have been employed as a child care worker since ______________________.
1. IN RESPECT OF THE CHILD: 

	a.
	Name:


	

	b. 
	Sex:            


	c.  Date of Birth: 

	d.
	Racial origin and cultural and linguistic background: 



	e.
	Religious persuasion (include details of any baptism, confirmation or equivalent ceremonies): 



	f.
	Details of any siblings including their dates of birth: 



	g. 
	The extent of the child’s contact with his relatives and any other person the local authority consider relevant: 

(a) any harm which the child has suffered

(b) any risk of future harm to the child posed by the child’s parents, relatives or any other person the local authority consider relevant


	h.
	Whether the child is or has been looked after by a local authority or is or has been provided with accommodation by a voluntary organisation and details (including dates) of placements by the authority or organisation: 



	i.
	Whether the prospective special guardian is a local authority foster parent of the child: 



	j. 
	A description of the child’s personality, his social development and his emotional and behavioural development and any related current needs or likely future needs: 



	k.

l.  
	Details of the child’s likes and dislikes: 

A health history and a description of the child’s health which shall include any treatment the child is receiving: 



	m.
	Names, addresses and types of nurseries or schools attended with dates: 



	n.
	The child’s educational attainments: 



	o.
	Whether the child is subject to a statement of special educational needs under the Education Act 1996(a): 




2. IN RESPECT OF THE CHILDS FAMILY: 

	a.
	Name, date / place / address of birth including local authority of each parent and sibling under 18: 



	b.
	Physical Description of each parent (please also attach photographs): 



	c.
	Nationality (and immigration status where appropriate) of each parent:



	d. 
	Racial origin and cultural and linguistic background of each parent: 



	e.
	Whether the child’s parents were married to each other at the time of the child’s birth or have subsequently married and whether they are divorced or separated: 



	f.
	Where the child’s parents have been previously married or formed a civil partnership, the date of this: 



	g. 
	Where child’s parents unmarried, whether father has parental responsibility and if so how it was required: 



	h.
	If the identity or whereabouts of the father are not known, the information about him that has been ascertained and from whom, and the steps that have been taken establish paternity: 



	i.
	The past and present relationship of the child’s parents: 



	j.

(i)

(ii)

(iii)

(iv)

(v)
	Where available, the following information in respect of each parent: 

Health history including details of any serious physical or mental illness, any hereditary disease or disorder or disability: 

Religious persuasion: 

Educational history: 

Employment history: 

Personality and interests: 



	k.

(i)

(ii)

(iii) 
	In respect of the child’s siblings under the age of 18: 

The person with whom the sibling is living:

Whether the sibling is looked after by a local authority or provided with accomodation by a voluntary organisation:

Details of any court order made name of court / order made / date of order: 




3. IN RESPECT OF THE WISHES AND FEELINGS OF THE CHILD AND OTHERS: 

	a.

(i)

(ii)

(iii)
	An assessment of the child’s wishes and feelings (considered in light of his age and understanding) regarding: 

Special Guardianship:

His religious and cultural upbringing:

Contact with his relatives and any other person the local authority consider relevant and the date on which the child’s wishes and feelings were last ascertained:



	b.

(i)

(ii)

(iii)


	The wishes and feelings of each parent regarding:

The special guardianship:

The child’s religious and cultural upbringing:

Contact with the child:



	 c.     
	The wishes and feelings of any of the child’s relatives, or any other person the local authority consider relevant regarding the child and dates on which those wishes and feelings were last ascertained:




4. IN RESPECT OF THE PROSPECTIVE SPECIAL GUARDIAN OR, WHERE TWO OR MORE    PERSONS ARE JOINTLY PROSPECTIVE SPECIAL GUARDIANS, EACH OF THEM

	a.
	Name, date / place / address of birth including local authority:



	b.
	Physical description (also attach photograph): 



	c.
	Nationality (and immigration status where appropriate): 



	d. 
	Racial origin and cultural and linguistic background: 

White British and English speaking 


	e.


	If the prospective special guardian is: 

Married the date and place of the marriage. 

Has formed a civil partnership, the date and place of registration of the civil partnership

Has a partner, details of that relationship.



	g.
	Where the prospective special guardians wish to apply jointly, the nature of the relationship and an assessment of the stability of that relationship:



	h.
	If the prospective special guardian is a member of a couple and is applying alone for a special guardianship orders, the reason for this: 



	i.
	Whether the prospective special guardian is a relative of the child:



	j.
	an assessment of the nature of the prospective special guardian’s current and past relationship with the child
 

	k. 
	A health history of the prospective special guardian including details of any serious physical or mental illness, any hereditary disease or disorder or disability:



	l. 
	A description of how the prospective special guardian relates to adults and children: 



	m.
	Previous experience of caring for children:



	n. 
	An assessment of the prospective special guardian’s parenting capacity, including:
(i) their understanding of, and ability to meet the child’s current and likely future needs, particularly, any needs the child may have arising from harm that the child has suffered;
(ii) their understanding of, and ability to protect the child from any current or future risk of harm posed by the child’s parents, relatives or any other person the local authority consider relevant, particularly in relation to contact between any such person and the child;
(iii) their ability and suitability to bring up the child until the child reaches the age of eighteen



	o. 
	Where there have been any past assessments as a prospective adopter, foster parent or special guardian, relevant details as appropriate:



	p.
	Details of income and expenditure:



	q. 
	Information about the prospective special guardians home and the neighbourhood in which he lives:



	r.
	Details of other members of the household and details of any children of the prospective special guardian even if not resident in the household: 



	s. 
	Details of parents & any sibling of prospective special guardian, with their ages / ages at death: 



	t. 

(i)

(ii)

(iii)

(iv)


	And the following information:

Religious persuasion:

Educational History:

Employment History:

Personality and Interests:



	u.
	Details of any previous family court proceedings in which the prospective special guardian has been involved (which have not been referred to elsewhere in this report: 



	v.
	A report of each of the interviews with the three persons nominated by the prospective special guardian to provide personal references for him. (Attached) 



	w.
	Whether the prospective special guardian is willing to follow any wishes of the child or his parents in respect of the child’s religious and cultural upbringing:



	x.
	The views of other members of the prospective special guardians household and wider family in relation to the proposed special guardianship order:



	y.
	An assessment of the child’s current and future relationship with the family of the prospective special guardian: 



	z.
	Reasons for applying for a special guardianship order and extent of understanding of the nature and effect of special guardianship and whether prospective special guardian has discussed special guardianship with the child: 



	aa.
	Any hopes and expectations the prospective special guardian has for the child’s future:



	bb.
	The prospective special guardians wishes and feelings in relation to contact between the child and his relatives or any other person the local authority considers relevant:




5. IN RESPECT OF THE LOCAL AUTHORITY WHICH COMPLETED THE REPORT: 

	a.
	Name and address: 


	b.
	Details of any past involvement of the local authority with the perspective special guardian, including past preparation for that person to be a local authority foster parent or adoptive parent or special guardian: 



	c.
	Where section 14A(7)(a) of the Act applies and prospective special guardian lives in the area of another local authority, details of the local authority’s enquiries if that other local authority about the prospective special guardian: 



	d. 
	A summary of any special guardianship support services provided by the authority for the prospective special guardian, the child’s parent and the period for which those services are to be provided: 



	e. 
	Where the local authority has decided not to provide special guardianship support services the reasons why:




	6. A SUMMARY PREPARED BY THE MEDICAL PROFESSIONAL WHO PROVIDED THE INFORMATION REFERRED TO IN PARAGRAPHS 1(1) AND 4(K).  (ATTACHED).


7. IMPLICATIONS OF THE MAKING OF A SPECIAL GUARDIANSHIP ORDER FOR: 

	a. 
	The child: 



	b. 
	The child’s parent: 



	c. 
	The prospective special guardian and his family:




	8. THE RELATIVE MERITS OF SPECIAL GUARDIANSHIP AND OTHER ORDERS WHICH MAY BE MADE UNDER THE ACT OR THE ADOPTION AND CHILDREN ACT 2002 WITH AN ASSESSMENT OF WHETHER THE CHILD’S LONG TERM INTERESTS WOULD BE BEST MET BY A SPECIAL GUARDIANSHIP ORDER: 




	9. A RECOMMENDATION AS TO WHETHER OR NOT SPECIAL GUARDIANSHIP ORDER SOUGHT SHOULD BE MADE IN RESPECT OF THE CHILD, IF NOT, ANY ALTERNATIVE PROPOSAL IN RESPECT OF THE CHILD:




	10. A RECOMMENDATION AS TO WHAT ARRANGEMENTS THERE SHOULD BE FOR CONTACT BETWEEN THE CHILD AND THE RELATIVES OR ANY PERSON THE LOCAL AUTHORITY CONSIDER REVELANT:




I --------------------------- the maker of this statement declare its contents to be true, and understand that it may be placed before the court.
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