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Kent County Council 
Children’s Social Work Services 

Children Act 1989 - Private Fostering

CONFIDENTIAL QUESTIONNAIRE FOR COMPLETION BY REFEREES

	Name of private foster carer 
	     

	
	

	Address
	     

	
	

	Postcode
	     


	Name and address of person(s) providing the reference

	     


	How long have you known the carer(s)?

	     


	In what capacity e.g. as neighbours, through work etc?

	     


	How often do you see them and where? e.g. in their home/through work/socially?

	     


	Please comment on the strength of the carer(s) 

	     


	Do you consider the carers’ relationship to be stable and supportive?  If they are a single carer, how do you feel they could cope as a single carer?  From whom would they get their support?

	     


	How do you feel they cope with stress?  Do you know of any serious difficulty or crisis which has confronted them and how they coped with it e.g. bereavement, marital difficulties, redundancy etc?

	     


	Do you know of any relative or friend of the carer(s) who might adversely affect the wellbeing or happiness of a child?

	     


	If the carer(s) have their own children, do you have any comments to make about how they looked after them?

	     


	What do you consider the effect of privately fostering would be on their children or other members of their family?

	     


	Please comment on the carer(s) ability to offer emotional support to a child

	     


	Please comment on the carer(s) ability to set boundaries without the use of physical punishment

	     


	Do you feel that the carer(s) would respect a child’s family links, cultural and racial identity?  How do you feel the carer(s) will work with the child’s parents?

	     


	Do you have any reservations about the carer(s) suitability to privately foster children?

	     


	Are there any other matters that you consider relevant, which have not been included elsewhere in this questionnaire?

	     


Signature



Print name



Dated



Signature



Print name



Dated



	Please return to:
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