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Kent County Council Children’s Social Work Services 

Children Act 1989 - Private Fostering

SAFETY INSPECTION OF PREMISES 

	
	Private Foster Carer
	
	Private Foster Carer

	
	
	
	

	Name 
	     
	
	     

	
	
	
	

	Present address
	     
	
	     

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Postcode
	     
	
	     


	Concerns the Placement of:
	     


GENERAL HOUSEHOLD CONDITIONS

	Is the accommodation suitable for the number of children/young people living, or proposed to live, in it?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes     FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

	     

	Is there sufficient space for children to do their homework, and engage in quiet activities on their own, as well as play boisterously?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes     FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

	     

	Do rooms have sufficient light to read and play?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes     FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

	     

	Will the child/young person have his or her own bed?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes     FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

	     

	Will the child be sharing the bedroom with another child?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes     FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

	     

	Is the accommodation hygienically clean and free from the odour of pets, cigarette smoke, urine and rubbish?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes     FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

	     

	Are there any obvious hazards?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes     FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

	     


EXTERNAL

	Is the garden secure?  (Is the fence intact and do gates have locks?) 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes     FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

	     

	Are garden/DIY equipment/chemicals locked away out of reach?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes     FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

	     

	Are greenhouses, ponds, water tanks etc. covered or fenced off?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes     FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

	     

	Are swings/slides/play equipment secure and in good condition?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes     FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

	     


INTERNAL
Main Features

	Are accessible power-points fitted with child resistant safety covers?  (Where age appropriate)
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes     FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

	     

	Do windows and doors have locks and are these accessible in the event of a fire?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes     FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

	     

	Do any stairs have gaps between spindles a maximum of four inches wide?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes     FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

	     

	Are all large areas of glass fitted with safety glass?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes     FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

	     

	Are smoke detectors fitted and working?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes     FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

	     

	Are there any loose or uneven floor coverings?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes     FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

	     

	Are all heating appliances appropriately fixed and are fireguards used?  (Where appropriate)
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes     FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

	     


	Is furniture safe?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes     FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

	     

	Do plug sockets have covers/training wires removed?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes     FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

	     

	Are alcohol, cigarettes and lighters kept out of reach?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes     FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

	     

	Other
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes     FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

	     


Kitchen and Bathroom

	Is there safe storage of knives and other utensils?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes     FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

	     

	Is there safe storage of cleaning materials, poisonous substances?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes     FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

	     

	Are chest freezers kept locked?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes     FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

	     

	Are floor surfaces clean and undamaged?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes     FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

	     

	Is the kitchen/bathroom free from household rubbish and hygienic?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes     FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

	     

	Are medicines/cosmetics and razors locked away out of reach?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes     FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

	     

	Is there a lock on the bathroom door (out of reach of small children?)
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes     FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

	     

	Other
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes     FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

	     


Bedroom Areas

	Does the room have heating/radiators/other (Calor Gas/paraffin heaters not acceptable)
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes     FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

	     

	Have window locks been fitted?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes     FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

	     


	Are plug socket covers needed and have trailing wires been removed?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes     FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

	     

	Appropriate sleeping facilities/special attention to bunk beds/position of bed:
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes     FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

	     


Pets

	Type of pet(s)
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes     FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

	     

	Safety/issues of risk/allergies/fleas
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes     FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

	     

	Position of/access to litter trays/feeding bowls
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes     FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

	     

	Other
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes     FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

	     


General

	Car safety/appropriate secure seating
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes     FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

	     

	General level of cleanliness/awareness of hygiene
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes     FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

	     

	General level/awareness of safety/security
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes     FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

	     


	Do the carers have guns?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes     FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

	     

	Is so, are they registered and secured in accordance with legislation?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes     FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

	     

	Other
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes     FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

	     


	Are there any specific adaptations or equipment needed that the carers must provide before it is agreed the placement is suitable?  
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes     FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

	     


Recommendations (Include any adaptations or equipment required to improve safety)
	


Signed





Social Worker

Dated



Signed





Private Foster Carer

Dated
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