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Guidance on Child Only Conferences 

Purpose and aim:
· To help the child / young person to be actively involved in the process
· To try to understand what is happening for the child / young person
· To involve the child / young person and enable them to formulate their own Plan.

Considerations 
· Recommended age of child / young person 8-17 years however this is flexible depending on the specific needs and wishes of the child/ young person. 
· A Child / young person Only Conference should be considered for all children and young people and discussion should take place between the allocated social worker and the Child Protection Chair to ensure it will be beneficial for the child.  
· Final decision as whether it will be in the best interests of the child or young person lies with the Child Protection Chair who ensure this is explained to the child / young person. 
Before the conference:
Planning should start as early as possible and ideally around a month before the Child / young person Only Conference and include: 
· Discussion with the child or young person about the conference and who they would like to support them at the meeting e.g., a teacher, advocate, social worker
· Discussion with parents and carers to explain the Child Only Conference process and to gain parental consent (for younger children)
· Consideration to where and when it is best for the meeting to take place and who will support the child or young person afterwards. 
· Child / young person given the opportunity to share their views for the meeting by their social worker/advocate  
Child / young person Only Conference:
Who attends?
Child Protection Chair, social worker, child / young person and their chosen support person 
· No other professionals are invited
What happens?
· The Child Protection Chair will support the child / young person to identify strengths and worries for their family, for themselves and what they would like in their plan. 
· The Child Protection Chair will use scaling questions, a safety scale to help understand how a child / young person feels about their situation. 
· The child / young person will decide with the Child Protection Chair what can be shared with everyone who attends the main Child Protection Conference
· The Child Protection Chair will agree with the child / young person who will feedback to the child / young person after the main Child Protection Conference. 

After the Child / young person Only Conference:
· Child / young person’s views are shared with the main Child Protection Conference 
· The Child Protection Chair will ensure feedback is given to the child / young person 
· Child Protection Chair writes to the child about their participation & child / young person’s feedback is sought

Resources:
· Video clip explaining child protection conferences 
· CP Conference Info Leaflet aged 7-11yrs
· CP Conference Info Leaflet aged 11yrs +
· Online feedback forms for conferences for young people Here  
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