Adoption Support Fund for 
Special Guardians – 
Frequently Asked Questions for 
Early Help and 
Children’s Social Work Services
February 2021

Anita Hiller 
[image: image1.png]e e Academy



Social Work Standards Officer 

	Guidance

	Adoption Support Fund for Special Guardians - Frequently Asked Questions for Early Help and Children’s Social Work Services



	Document Author

	Anita Hiller
Social Work Standards Officer

	Date 


	February 2021


1. What is a Special Guardianship Order?
Special Guardianship is an order made by the Family Court. It is a private law order made under the Children Act 1989 and is intended for those children who cannot live with their birth parents and who would benefit from a legally secure placement. The person(s) with whom a child is placed will become the child’s Special Guardian.

Any person can apply for a Special Guardianship Order if the child has been living with them for more than 12 months. The guardian must notify the Local Authority in writing that they wish to apply and then an assessment will be undertaken. This should be completed within 12 weeks and prior to the application to the Family Court. 

Special Guardianship Orders can also be the outcome of public law care proceedings (an application made by the Local Authority) when a person is assessed as a viable carer for a child. 
2. What is the Adoption Support Fund?
The Adoption Support Fund (ASF) provides funds to Local Authorities (LAs) and Regional Adoption Agencies (RAAs) to pay for essential therapeutic services for eligible Adoptive and Special Guardianship Order (SGO) families.

3. Who is eligible?
The ASF is available to those Special Guardians living in England who obtained an SGO for a child aged 21 and younger (or 25 and younger if they have a Statement of Special Educational Needs or an Education, Health and Care Plan). The child must have been a Child in Care immediately prior to the SGO. Carers who are caring for a child who left care under a Child Arrangements Order pending assessment for a Special Guardianship Order are also eligible. 

4. How is the need identified?
The need would be identified through assessment. This could be at the time of the Special Guardian assessment or at a later date when the Special Guardian requests support. This would be assessed by Early Help or the Children’s Social Work Team following a referral being received by the Front Door Service.
5. When should an application be made?
The application to the Adoption Support Fund should be made within 3 months of the assessment of need and before any therapy starts. The practitioner completing the Adoption Support Request Fund must know which therapeutic provider is going to provide the service and the costs before completing the form. 

How much funding is available?

Until the end of the financial year 2019 to 2020 the ASF will have 2 fair access limits:

•£2,500 per child per year for specialist assessment

•£5,000 per child per year for therapy

If the costs are higher than this, the local Authority will be asked to fund 50% of the shortfall. 

6. How do I find out information about possible therapeutic providers? 
Information about therapeutic providers who are available for SG’s in Kent can be found Here.
7. Who makes the application?
The Local Authority has to make the application, NOT the Special Guardian. 

8. How do I do this? 
You must complete the Adoption Support Fund Request Form and email it to the Child Allowance Review Team. 

Email: SCAllowanceReviewTeam@kent.gov.uk 

9. How long will the application take?
The Adoption Support Fund have up to 20 days to process your application. 
10. How do the therapists get paid?
They provide an invoice direct to the Adoption Support Fund. 

11. What happens while the therapy is taking place?
The child must remain open to the assessing service (Early Help/Children’s Social Work Service) while the therapy is being undertaken. 

12. Should the therapy be reviewed? 
The therapy should be reviewed every 3 months and if additional funding is required, further assessment of need is required.  Further therapy requires a new application to the Adoption Support Fund using the Adoption Support Fund Request Form.  
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