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Dear

Legal representation in respect of your application to adopt X

As you are aware, a decision has been made that X should be placed with you for adoption.  X is to be placed with you under a Placement Order made by the court. This is an order giving permission to Kent County Council to place X with approved prospective adopters. 

In order to make the placement permanent you must apply to the court for an adoption order. An adoption order will extinguish the parental responsibility that any other person has for X including his/her birth parents and will give full parental responsibility to you. It will also extinguish the placement order that Kent County Council has for X. 

In order to make the application to court for an adoption order, the law requires that X will have had his/her home with you for at least 10 weeks. Your adoption worker will consult with you about the most appropriate time to make your application.  Your adoption worker will also provide guidance on which court to make the application to and will help you complete the application form which the court requires. The court will then require Kent County Council to complete a report on the “suitability of the applicant to adopt”. This is commonly referred to as the “Annexe A” report and contains information about X and yourselves.  It is usual to apply for the order, requesting a reference number, so that your identity is protected information and not disclosed to other parties.

The law relating to the adoption of children is set out in the Adoption and Children Act 2002. The court cannot make an adoption order unless: 

a. Each parent or guardian consents to the making of an order; or

b. Consent to placement for adoption has previously been given and has not been withdrawn; or 

c. The court dispenses with consent; or 

d. The child is subject to a placement order. 

The parent/s are automatically entitled to be notified of your application to adopt. The court and/or Kent County Council ensure that they are given notice of the application. Reasonable efforts must be made to find the parents if they no longer live at their last known address and the court can make orders against a number of agencies who may hold their address to release the address to the court. 

The parents are not entitled to oppose the making of an adoption order without the leave (permission) of the court. Therefore if they wish at this point to argue against the adoption order they have to make their own application to the court for permission to do so. The court cannot grant leave unless it is satisfied that there has been a significant change in the parents’ circumstances since the Placement Order was made. Even if there has been a change of circumstances the court still maintains discretion as to whether to grant leave to oppose. In deciding whether to exercise this discretion the judge has to consider the child’s welfare throughout the rest of his/her life.

If a parent indicates that they intend to seek leave to oppose the adoption application, Kent County Council’s legal representative will attend at court to oppose the parent/s application.  It will not usually be necessary for you to have separate legal representation.

If the court does decide to grant leave to the parent to oppose the making of the adoption order, Kent County Council has a scheme for the payment of your reasonable legal expenses in those circumstances. 

If you have any further queries about the contents of this letter you should discuss it with your adoption worker. 

Yours sincerely

Service Manager

CC: Adoption Social Worker
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