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1.
AIMS, PRINCIPLES AND OBJECTIVES OF POLICY

1.1
All social work visits to families are purposeful and that the worker has a clear understanding of the information to be gathered during the visit and of actions to be taken if concerns arise during the visit or if no-one is at home

1.2
Assessment is a continuing process and not a single event. Assessments must be constantly reviewed and revised as additional information is ascertained and circumstances change.

1.3
All assessments need multi agency involvement to gain a holistic picture of the child and family and their needs.

1.4
Following an assessment and a decision to provide services this activity must be co-ordinated by a Child in Need Plan, If at that level.
2.
LEGISLATIVE CONTEXT

2.1
The legal basis for working with children in need is S.17 and S.47 of the Children Act 1989. 



S.17 Children Act 1989 is concerned with the provision of services for children in need. S.17 (1) states that it shall be the general duty of every Local Authority 

· To safeguard and promote the welfare of children within their area who are in need and; 
· So far as is consistent with that duty, to promote the upbringing of such children by their families;
by providing a range and level of services appropriate to those children’s needs.

2.2
For the purposes of this policy a child shall be taken to be in need if the following apply:
· As a result of compromised parenting s/he is unlikely to achieve or maintain, or to have the opportunity of achieving or maintaining, a reasonable standard of health or development without the provision of services by a Local Authority

· His/her health or development is likely to be significantly impaired, or further impaired, without the provision of such services

· S/he is disabled and an assessment has identified the need for ongoing social work intervention.
S.47 Children Act 1989 where a child is suspected to be suffering, or likely to suffer, significant harm, the Local Authority is required by section 47 Children Act 1989 to make enquiries, to enable it to decide whether it should take any action to safeguard and promote the welfare of the child

2.3
Guidance has also been issued to assist Local Authorities in recognising and assessing children in need and their families. The Framework of Assessment for Children in Need and their Families promotes the use of the assessment triangle.
PRACTICE GUIDANCE:
All assessments completed by the Children and Families Service within these child in need procedures are undertaken under The Framework for the Assessment of Children in Need and their Families
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2.4
The objectives of the Framework are to:

· Improve outcomes for children in need

· Ensure that referral and assessment processes discriminate effectively between different types and levels of need and produce a timely service response

· Promote integrated working between agencies

2.5
There are a number of principles underpinning the Framework for the Assessment of Children in Need and their Families that guide how assessments are undertaken. These are that assessments:

· Are child centred

· Are rooted in child development

· Are ecological in their approach

· Ensure equality of opportunity

· Involve working together with children and families

· Build on strengths as well as identify difficulties

· Are inter-agency in their approach to assessment and the provision of services

· Are a continuing process, not a single event

· Are carried out in parallel with other action and providing services

· Are grounded in evidence based knowledge

2.6
The information obtained under the Assessment Framework domains should be analysed using professional theory, research evidence and experience to reach conclusions, which will then inform the relevant Plan for the child.

2.7
Agencies and Council departments may have had considerable involvement with some children and their families prior to any referral to Children’s Social Care.  This involvement may have been within a CAF/MAP Action Plan with an identified lead professional. The existing knowledge and understanding of the child and their family should be used in the assessment process to avoid duplication in assessments for families and professionals. 
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