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Concerns regarding animal abuse in the family:
What professionals need to consider

Cruelty to animals may be a first indicator there is something wrong in a child’s
life. Animal abuse is the intentional harm of an animal. It includes, but is not
limited to, wilful neglect, inflicting injury, pain or distress, or malicious killing of
animals.

Research suggests that animal abuse can be part of a continuum of abuse within
the family, perpetrated by children who later demonstrate harm towards others
or an indicator of the existence of child abuse.

When working with families in the home, professionals should consider:

any risk factors

be aware of the indicators an animal is being abused
recording evidence

understand the long term impact on the child
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The DDSCP Procedures provides Information and guldance on concerns about the
welfare of children https://derbyshirescbs.procedurasonline.com/Index.htm www.ddscp.org.uk
Tel: 01332 642351

Toreglster for training, please visit our online booking system at 184 Kedleston Road, Derby, DE22 1GT
https://ddscp.event-booking.org.uk for avallable courses,




