
Chart 3 - Placing a child currently living in England in foster or residential care in another contracting state 

Care plan to place a child in another 
contracting state

If court gives approval, child may be placed
Child cannot be placed, alternative 

care plan must be considered.

Send report on child
and  reasons for proposed placement

to relevant authority in proposed 
placement state.

Proposed carers must be assessed and approved 
as foster carers under English

Regulations

Recommended approach is to contact English 
Central Authority first for advice. These requests 

can be made direct to central authority or LA 
equivalent in proposed state of placement.

Authority in proposed placement state
consents to placement, taking into

account child’s best interests

Authority in proposed placement state 
refuses consent to proposed placement

Local authority makes decision to place child in
that state, obtaining Permanence Panel approval in 

accordance with the  usual procedure for 
long-term foster placements

Local authority makes application to court for 
placement outside of England 
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