
Chart 2 - Taking action for a child at immediate risk 

Child in local authority area suffering or at 
risk of suffering significant harm

Obtain more information to inform 
assessment. Refer to chart 1

Consider need to contact another contracting 
state for information.  Refer to Chart 1

Decide with the other state whether
 proceedings should continue in England 

or be transferred

Is the child in immediate 
need of protection?

Once child protected, 
establish child’s habitual residence:

 see Annex

Apply local authority’s usual emergency child
protection procedures

If child habitually resident in England continue
proceedings as for an English child

If child habitually resident in another contracting
state, authorities in that state should be informed

Contact can be via Central Authority or direct to
local authority equivalent in other state – but 

recommended approach is to contact 
English Central Authority first for advice.

Inform appropriate authority of concerns about 
child and action taken

Ascertain whether there are any existing
proceedings in relation to the child in the home

state. Any findings or decisions must be accepted 
by the English courts and authorities
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