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Subject: Prevent /Radicalisation    

Issue date: January 2016 Revision date: June 2018 

Target Group: All staff (professionals and volunteers) who have contact with the 

public. 

Overview of the Statutory Prevent Duty 2015.   

The Home Office currently states that the UK continues to face a threat from terrorism.  

One security concern is the potential for British citizens and residents to become 

radicalised and commit acts of terrorism in the UK and overseas.    

The national Prevent Strategy 2011 is part of the overall national counter terrorism 

strategy, Contest. The Prevent strategy uses an early intervention multi-agency 

problem solving approach to manage risk and works in pre criminal space.   

The main aim of the Prevent strategy is to reduce the threat to the UK from terrorism 

by stopping people becoming terrorists or supporting terrorism. The national Prevent 

strategy has three specific strategic objectives:   

• Respond to the ideological challenge of terrorism and the threat we face from 

those who promote it;   

• Prevent people from being drawn into terrorism and ensure that they are given 

appropriate advice and support; and   

• Work with sectors and institutions where there are risks of radicalisation that 

we need to address  

Legislation and Statutory Guidance:   

The Counter Terrorism and Security Act received Royal Assent 12 February 2015.    

Section 26 of the Counter Terrorism and Security Act 2015 states that local authorities 

are deemed as specified authorities and as such are responsible for the 

implementation of the Prevent Duty – “in the exercise of their functions, to have 

due regard to the need  to prevent people from being drawn into terrorism. “  

  

Whilst the duty applies to local authorities, the Police, it also applies to prisons, health, 

providers of probation services, schools, colleges, and universities.  

  

The delivery of Prevent also sits within the statutory responsibilities under the Crime 

and Disorder Act 1998 – Community Safety Partnerships to do all it reasonably can 

to prevent crime and disorder in its area.   
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Specified authorities are required to:  

  

• Embed compliance to the Prevent duty in overall day to day business, paying 

due regard to the prevent duty when developing new plans and when existing 

plans are refreshed. Recording how directorates adhere to the Prevent duty 

will be beneficial to the statutory inspection process.  

  

• Continually assess risks and potential risk associated with radicalisation.  

Significant elements of this will include the Counter terrorism local profile, the 

sharing of information throughout the Safer Sutton Partnership to safeguard 

people who may be vulnerable to being drawn into carrying out acts of 

terrorism. “Channel Panel’s”, are the multi-agency forums that are used to 

manage risk and offer support.    

  

• Develop a multi-agency Prevent Duty delivery plan to reduce risks associated 

with radicalisation, terrorism, counter ideology work to promote community 

cohesion and social inclusion, challenge extremist ideas where they are used 

to legitimise terrorism.   

  

  

Making a Report and Children’s Social Care Requirements:  

The guidance recommends that the London Child Protection procedures are followed 

in relation to cases where children are at risk of involvement in extremist activity.   

On receipt of a new referral, or the identification of a child at risk on an open case, a 

decision should be made by the line manager as to whether there is reasonable cause 

to suspect that a child is suffering, or is likely to suffer, significant harm in consultation 

with the Specialist Safeguarding Lead, Sara Ward (sara.ward@sutton.gov.uk 0208 

8770 5674).   

In all cases, the Specialist Safeguarding Lead in consultation with MASH and the 

Counter Terrorism Police will confirm whether or not the threshold to convene a 

Prevent Strategy Meeting has been met, and/or advise of other appropriate 

safeguarding actions.  

The social worker should also complete a Need to Know Notification to alert key 

officers of the radicalisation concerns. The social worker should follow the relevant 

practice guidance in relation to this within 24 hours of the referral being confirmed as 

meeting the strategy meeting threshold.  

Definition of Extremism   

  

The Government has defined extremism as:  

  

Extremism is the vocal or active opposition to UK fundamental values, including 

democracy, the rule of law, individual liberty and the mutual respect and tolerance of 

different faiths and beliefs. We also regard calls for the death of members of our armed 

forces as extremist.  

  

mailto:sara.ward@sutton.gov.uk
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Children and young people can be radicalised in different ways:  

  

• They can be groomed either online or in person by people seeking to draw 

them into extremist activity. Older children or young people might be radicalised 

over the internet or through the influence of their peer network – in this instance 

their parents might not know about this or feel powerless to stop their child’s 

radicalisation  

• They can be groomed by family members who hold harmful, extreme beliefs, 

including parents/carers and siblings who live with the child and/or person(s) 

who live outside the family home but have an influence over the child’s life;  

• They can be exposed to violent, anti-social, extremist imagery, rhetoric and 

writings which can lead to the development of a distorted world view in which 

extremist ideology seems reasonable. In this way they are not being 

individually targeted but are victims of propaganda which seeks to radicalise.  

  

A common feature of radicalisation is that the child or young person does not 

recognise the exploitative nature of what is happening and does not see themselves 

as a victim of grooming or exploitation.  

  

The harm children and young people can experience ranges from a child adopting or 

complying with extreme views which limits their social interaction and full engagement 

with their education, to young people being taken to war zones and older children 

being groomed for involvement in violence.  

  

Why a child or young person might be drawn towards extremist ideologies:  

  

• They may be searching for answers to questions about identity, faith and 

belonging  

• They may be driven by the desire for adventure and excitement  

• They may be driven by a need to raise their self-esteem and promote their  

“street cred”  

• They may be drawn to a group or individual who can offer a sense of identity, 

a social network or support  

• They may be influenced by world events and a sense of grievance resulting in 

a need to make a difference  

  

Recognising Extremism:  

  

Signs may include:  

  

• Out of character changes in behaviour and peer relationships  

• Secretive behaviour  

• Losing interest in friends and activities  

• Showing empathy for extremist causes and/or groups  

• Glorifying violence  

• Possessing illegal or extremist literature  
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References:  

- Sutton LSCB Website: http://www.suttonlscb.org.uk/lscb-prevent.php 

- London SCB (2015) Safeguarding children exposed to extremist Ideology: 

Practice Guidance  

- The London Thresholds Guidance:  

http://londoncp.co.uk/files/revised_guidance_thresholds.pdf 

- The Prevent Strategy – available at:  

http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/publications/counter-terrorism/prevent/prevent-

strategy 

  

Useful contacts;  

- FAST – Families Against Stress and Trauma  

Website: http://www.familiesmatter.org.uk 

- The Active Change Foundation (ACF) provides a confidential helpline to prevent 

British nationals from travelling to conflict zones.  

  

Confidential helpline: 020 8539-2770  

     Website: http://www.activechangefoundation.org 
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