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Full name of person to whom the application relates (this is the person who lacks, or is alleged to lack capacity)

	


Please read first
	· If you are filing written evidence with the court, then it should be included in or attached to this form.
· If the court requires that evidence be given by affidavit, then you need to use the COP25 affidavit form.
· You must initial any alterations to the witness statement.
· A document referred to in a witness statement and provided to the court is known as an exhibit.  Each exhibit must be identified in some way (eg. ‘Exhibit A’).  The first page of the exhibit must contain all of the information provided in the box in the top right corner of this page.
· Practice Direction A accompanying Part 14 of the Court of Protection Rules 2007 sets out more detailed requirements in relation to witness statements.

	· Please continue on a separate sheet of paper if you need more space to provide your witness statement. Please mark each separate sheet with all of the information provided in the box in the top right corner of this page..
· If you need help completing this form please check the website,  www.justice.gov.uk or www.direct.gov.uk, for further guidance or information, or contact Court Enquiry Service on 0300 456 4600 or email

courtofprotectionenquiries@hmcts.gsi.gov.uk
· Court of Protection staff cannot give legal advice. If you need legal advice please contact a solicitor.



Witness Statement

	1
	Enter your name
	I,
	1
	


	2
	Enter your occupation or description
	
	2
	


	3
	Enter your full address including postcode or, if making the statement in your professional, business or other occupational capacity, the position you hold, the name of your firm or employer and the address at which you work
	of,
	3
	


	am a party to the proceedings



	am employed by a party to the proceedings




	4
	Set out in numbered paragraphs indicating:

· which of the statements are from your own knowledge and which are matters of information or belief, and

· the source for any matters or information or belief

Where you refer to an exhibit, you should state the identifier you have used.  For example, ‘I refer to the (description of document) marked Exhibit A….’


	
	4
	and state that:

1) Full Name    [Relevant Persons Name]
2) Personal details

(source of information – council service user records, previous social work assessments, information held by care provider, discussions with support staff)
[Name]’s date of birth is [dob]; [he/she] is [   ] years of age. 

[Name] has  diagnosis of [give details of diagnosis ]
3) Background, family background and brief history 
(source of information – council service user records, previous social work assessments, information held by care provider)

[Where born, where grew up, who is in their family.  When entered care, where have previously lived – any other relevant background information]
Continued over



	4) Current Position and living arrangements

(source of information – council service user records, previous social work assessments, information held by care provider)
[Where currently living, when the went there, who was involved in that decision, how long they have been there]
5) Future planned arrangements
(source of information – council service user records, previous social work assessments, information held by care provider, discussions with support staff)
[Plans for future care, any proposed changes why they are to happen]
6) Details of supervision arrangements and restrictions imposed

(source of information – council service user records, previous social work assessments, information held by care provider, discussions with support staff)
Staffing ratios
Medication

Distraction

De-escalation

Restraint

Historical restraint – why was this needed

7) Family and friends views
(source of information – discussion with family)

[Do the family agree with the placement? Reasons.  Do they think it is best for the relevant person?  Do they have any views about religious/cultural or other aspects that impact the placement]
8) Views of [Relevant Person]
(source of information – council service user records, previous social work assessments, discussion with Relevant Person)
[Any views the relevant person is able to give.  Do they seem happy and settled – does their behaviour reflect this.  Did they have any past wishes or views]
9) Views of care staff
(Source of information – discussion with care staff and provider)

[Any views the care staff are able to give.  Does the relevant person seem happy and settled – does their behaviour reflect this.  Has there been a reduction in the need to restrain or use sedation?  Are they having less anxiety or less self-harming, less anger?]

10) Conclusion
[Why do you consider this placement to be in the best interests and the least restrictive option which gives him as fulfilling a life as possible?]



Statement of truth

The statement of truth is to be signed by the witness.

I believe that the facts stated in this witness statement are true.

Signed 


Name


Date

Please return the completed witness statement to:

Court of Protection, PO Box 70185, First Avenue House, 42-49 High Holborn, London, WC1A 9JA

X 160013 Kingsway 7
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