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We have a duty to assess the suitability of the accommodation for children who are to be privately fostered in the household.  We need to ensure the children/young people will be safe and that the accommodation meets basic safety standards.

(This form is to cover all ages if not age appropriate - (, N/A plus where does not meet criteria please state what needs to happen).

 (Social Worker to ensure the following points are covered during Assessment)











        Criteria Met









                      (      YES    NO   N/A
	1.
	Does the house have smoke alarms in appropriate places, which work?


	(
	(
	(

	2.


	Sockets are not overloaded.
	(
	(
	(

	3.


	No dangerous wiring is apparent.
	(
	(
	(

	4.


	Trailing flexes do not present a hazard.

	(
	(
	(

	5.


	Floor coverings/door thresholds do not present a hazard.


	(
	(
	(

	6.


	Electrical equipment appears in good repair.  To include outworking machinery to be kept in a secure place.


	(
	(
	(

	7.


	Only heating appliances fixed to the wall, with a suitable fireguard if necessary, are used.  Fireguards must have appropriate childproof safe mesh size.


	(
	(
	(

	8.
	Low level panels of glass are protected by safety film/made of toughened glass and there are transfers or kite marks if large. 


	(
	(
	(

	9.


	All doors providing outside access are secured (child appropriate).
	(
	(
	(

	10.
	Kitchen and cooking area are hygienic and clean and there is a safety plan for children in kitchen. 


	(
	(
	(

	11.
	Bleach, poisonous substances, shampoos, matches, etc are stored in their original containers out of reach of children.  There is an undertaking that no substances, which can be a danger to children, are decanted into other containers.  To include medicine cabinets. 


	(
	(
	(

	12.
	Toilet and washing facilities are close to each other and are clean and hygienic. 


	(
	(
	(

	13.
	All electrical bathroom appliances are controlled by a pull cord switch.
	(
	(
	(

	                                                                                                                    (      YES    NO   N/A

	14.    
	Safety equipment is in good order and/or is used appropriately – fireguards, stairgate etc.


	(
	(
	(

	15.
	The rooms provide adequate space for the numbers and ages of children who would live in the home.  House not overcrowded. 


	(
	(
	(

	16.
	All bedrooms have a window which can be opened. 


	(
	(
	(

	17. 
	All windows are secured with locks/restraints (child appropriate). 


	(
	(
	(

	18. 
	The child has his/her own bed.


	(
	(
	(

	19. 
	The child’s needs for privacy and space can be met.


	(
	(
	(

	20.
	The child over 2 years of age is not sharing a bedroom with a teenager, the private foster carer or another adult member of the household.


	(
	(
	(

	21.
	Garden fences and gates are secure and in good condition.


	(
	(
	(

	22.
	Swings, slides and other play equipment are securely fixed, in good condition and regularly checked.


	(
	(
	(

	23.
	Greenhouses, ponds, water tanks etc are covered or fenced off so children cannot get to them (child appropriate).


	(
	(
	(

	24.
	Sandpits are hygienic and are covered when not in use.


	(
	(
	(

	25.
	There are safe and hygienic arrangements for the care of pets.  Pets do not pose a physical threat to children and the sleeping and feeding arrangements for pets are hygienic.


	(
	(
	(

	26.
	The carers car is safe, insured, and has a current MOT.


	(
	(
	(

	27.
	Carers use appropriate car seats and safety belts when transporting children.


	(
	(
	(

	28.
	Does the carer store firearms, air rifles and other weapons in the house ie shotguns, rifles, air rifles, crossbows, catapults, knives etc?  

How are they stored?
	(
	(
	(
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