Please ask for: Duty Social worker
Direct dial:        0116 2527004 

Your Ref:          private fostering (carers letter)

Date: 
Leicester

Dear Mr / Mrs xxxxxx

Private Fostering Legislation

We have been notified that you are currently caring for a child / young person. Under Private Fostering legislation, the local Children and Young People’s Service Division (Children’s Social Care) are required to undertake an assessment of the situation.

This assessment will include a visit to the child / young person and a home visit to yourself, where we will need to check and assess the current arrangements – i.e. the sleeping arrangements, general care, Education plans etc. We will also be contacting the child’s parents.

The parents still have legal responsibility for their son / daughter, and will have responsibility for ensuring that all arrangements are in place – for example school and financial support. Children’s services cannot provide financial support for private fostering situations.

A worker will visit you, and will they need to undertake a basic check on the living environment – including checking sleeping arrangements and also will need to ensure all basic safety needs are met. In addition to this, the Private Fostering legislation now requires a DBS (Disclosure and Barring Service Check) to be undertaken on all adults over the age of 16, who are living with a privately fostered child. This is done to identify any individual who may present as a risk to a child. Not all criminal convictions would mean that we would not approve a placement. If the placement is on going Children’s Services will continue to monitor the placement by regular visiting.

In order to assist this process, we would ask that you have the following documentation available when the workers visit in order to complete this paperwork. We have enclosed a photocopied list of the identity documents needed; you will need to show the worker as many of these documents as needed.

I also enclose a private fostering leaflet for your information, and a worker will be in contact to arrange a home visit.

Yours sincerely,

Xxxxx
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