	
ASSESSMENT OF CHILD’S NEEDS FOR ADOPTION SUPPORT

SERVICES AT ADOPTION RECOMMENDATION & DECISION STAGE




This should be included in the papers presented to panel when placement of the child for adoption is being considered, as required by the Adoption Support Services (local authorities) (England) Regulations 2005.

	Child’s Name: 

	

	Date of birth: 

	

	Date Form completed: 

	

	Signed:
Child’s Social Worker ………………


Social Worker Manager ……………


Foster Carer/Residential Carer … 


Please give a brief summary in each section.  The questions asked in some sections are just examples of key issues which should be included.  Fuller information should be in Form E and in other reports.  A separate form should be completed for each child, even if siblings are to be placed together.  Obviously the child should be involved as fully as possible in this assessment.

	HEALTH
Current needs

Include any special needs which a disabled child may have 

Current services provided

Anticipated future needs

Please include any drug or alcohol abuse before birth and any genetic factors which may have future implications

Adoption support services needed at placement for adoption




	EDUCATION
Current needs

Does child have a statement of special educational needs?  Include brief details.  What are the key issues in the child’s personal education plan?

Current services provided

eg classroom assistant

Anticipated future needs




	EMOTIONAL AND BEHAVIOURAL DEVELOPMENT

Current needs

Describe any behaviour which is concerning or challenging

. 
Current services provided

eg what direct work is being done with the child?  Are the carers receiving any help on responding to the child’s behaviour?

Anticipated future needs

Eg in view of their past experience/number of moves, is the child likely to have difficulty in making an attachment to adoptive parents?

Adoption support services needed at placement for adoption




	IDENTITY

Current needs

Does the child have particular needs in relation to their ethnicity or to impairment?  Has direct work been done with the child?

Current services provided

eg is the child being prepared for moving to a new family?

Anticipated future needs

Adoption support services need at placement for adoption




	FAMILY AND SOCIAL RELATIONSHIPS

Current needs

How clear is the child about the current plan?  How does the child relate to birth family members?  How does the child relate to current carers, men, women, other children?  Are there issues for siblings who may be being placed together or separately?

Current services provided

Is life story work being done?  Is work being done on any issues identified above?

Anticipated future needs

Adoption support services needed at placement for adoption.




	SOCIAL PRESENTATION
Current needs

Current services provided

Anticipated future needs

Adoption support services needed at placement for Adoption




	SELFCARE SKILLS

Current Needs

Current services provided

Anticipated future needs

Adoption support services needed at placement for adoption




	CONTACT
Current needs

Please give details of current contact arrangements and any court orders about contact

Current services provided

eg is contact supervised?

None.
Anticipated future needs

What are the plans for contact after placement?  Will court orders be necessary to achieve this?  How will contact arrangements be reviewed after placement?

Adoption support services needed at placement for adoption

This should be considered in conjunction with the birth relatives’ adoption support needs




	FINANCIAL AND PRACTICAL 

Current needs

Does the child meet the criteria for possible regular ongoing financial support after adoption?  Eg needs to be placed with siblings, has special needs, may be harder to place because of age, gender or ethnicity

Current services provided

eg do current carers have respite care or other extra help and resources in relation to caring for the child?

Anticipated future needs

Adoption support services needed at placement for adoption
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