	
	
	

	
	Direct Dial/Ext:
	<<Insert>>

	
	Ask for:
	insert

	
	Your ref:
	<<Insert>>

	
	Our ref:
	<<Insert>>

	
	Date:
	<<Insert>>


Dear <<Insert>>
Re:  Appointment to the Kent Fostering Panel -


Fostering Services (England) Regulations 2011

Thank you for agreeing to become a member of the Kent Fostering Panel, which meets in <<Date>>.  The appointment is for the period of <<No.>> years commencing on  <<Date>>.  You will be aware that under the above Regulations the County Council is required to set up an Fostering panel or panels and that in Kent we have Five Fostering panels.

The responsibilities of the Fostering panels are to make recommendations to the Agency Decision Maker on the cases that are presented to the panel.  There are three main tasks of the Fostering panel:-

(a)
to consider each application for approval and to recommend whether or not a person is suitable to act as a foster parent.

(b)
where it recommends approval of an application to recommend the terms on which the approval is to be given;

(c) to recommend whether or not a person remains suitable to act as foster parent, and whether or not the terms of approval remain appropriate

(i)on the first review carried out in accordance with regulation 29 (1) and

(ii)On the occasion of any other review when requested to do so by the fostering service  provider in accordance with regulation 29 ( 5) and

(d)
to consider any case referred to it  under regulation 28 (8) or 29 (9)


The Fostering Panel shall also –

2 (a) advise on procedures under which reviews in accordance with regulation 29 are carried out by the fostering service provider and periodically monitor their effectiveness

(b) oversee the conduct of assessments carried out by the fostering service provider; and

(c) give advice and make recommendations on such other matters or cases as the fostering service provider may refer to it

As a member of the panel you are required to read all the papers pertaining to the cases to be presented, to attend at least 80% of all meetings of your panel, and to attend the training arranged for fostering panel members.  As part of Kent County Council’s quality assurance policy, your contribution to the work of the panel will be kept under review.  

The work of the fostering panel is confidential and you are required to sign an undertaking of confidentiality.  You are also required to declare whether you have any convictions or cautions for criminal offences.  A declaration is enclosed for you to sign and return.

I have pleasure in welcoming you as a member of The Kent Fostering Panel, and request that you sign the copy of this letter if you are in agreement with the appointment and return it to me in the enclosed reply-paid envelope.

Yours sincerely

Insert name
I accept the appointment to the Fostering panel:

Signed .................................................

Date ..............................

Enc: 
Declaration for criminal offences/cautions

DECLARATION

I confirm that I have/have not* been convicted of or cautioned for a criminal offence.

Details (if appropriate):

Signed: 

Date:

Name (please print)

