Insert Team
	STRICTLY CONFIDENTIAL


	Tel: 
Fax: 

	  
	Direct Dial:
	

	
	Ask for:
	

	
	Our ref:
	

	
	Date:
	


Dear      
Re:  Request for a confidential reference on your previous partner

     
as part of an assessment of their suitability to become a foster carer

The above person has applied to our department to be assessed as a prospective foster carer.  I am writing to ask if you would be willing to provide a reference on       .  If an applicant to foster has had, or cared for, a child(ren) in a previous relationship, we are required to contact the applicant’s previous partner for a reference.        has given your name as being a previous partner with whom they had, or cared for, a child.

I appreciate that our request may cause some inconvenience or perhaps some distress, as an unexpected reminder of a past relationship that may have been put behind you. Nevertheless, I hope you would agree that, for the best interests of a child who may be placed with      , it is very important our department has your views about their suitability to become a foster carer.

If possible, I would be grateful to receive your written comments on the enclosed form on the following points:

· The period of your previous relationship with the applicant

· The reasons for the relationship ending

· The nature of any continued contact between you both especially the arrangements for the children

· Your views on their previous and current parenting experience and ability with children

A pre-paid envelope is enclosed for your reply and a leaflet giving details about fostering is enclosed for your information and reference.

Please contact me if you have any queries about this request or if you would like to talk it over before replying. When I receive your comments, I may need to contact you to request a convenient time to discuss any points of concern raised. Your reference will be treated in confidence and not shown to the applicant. Were there to be any exceptional need to consider raising your comments with the applicant I would contact you to discuss this and seek your agreement beforehand.

If you agree to provide a reference you will be making a valued and important contribution to the significant task of assessing whether       meets the standards necessary to become a foster carer.

Please accept our thanks for your help with this request

Yours sincerely

     
Fostering Social Worker
Insert team
Enclosure

Fostering Reference Form A14(a)

Applicant’s Name  ……      ………………………………..

	Please tell us the period of your previous relationship with the applicant:



	Please explain the reasons for the relationship coming to an end:



	Please explain the nature of any continued contact with the applicant especially with regard to arrangements for children:



	Please give us your views on the applicant’s previous and current parenting experience and ability with children:



	Is there anything else you would like to tell us?  Please add any comments here:




Signature:   ……………………………………………………………

Name:  …………     .………………………….……………

Thank you for helping us with this application.
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