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To be completed by the child’s social worker









                 
CONTACT AGREEMENT FOR CONTACT IN FOSTER CARERS HOME
A RISK ASSESSMENT SHOULD HAVE BEEN COMPLETED TO AGREE THE FOSTER CARERS HOME IS AN APPROPRIATE VENUE FOR CONTACT
DATE:

	Name of Foster Carers
	Address and Telephone Number
	Fostering Social Worker and Contact Number

	
	
	

	
	
	


	Name of Children
	DOB
	Legal Status
	Social Worker and Contact Number

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


	Contact attendees and relationship to the child/children (Please identify which family members can attend contact and who should not attend) include contact phone number for each family member

	

	


	Dates/days contact agreed
(Can this continue through school holidays) 
	
	Time of Contact and Duration 

(include start and end time)

	


TRANSPORT ARRANGEMENTS

	How will family member travel to and from foster carers house? What agreement has been made regarding funding? Is the foster carer required to do any transporting? 

	


	Why does contact need to be supervised? If constant supervision is required the risk assessment would need to indicate how this can safely be achieved in a foster carers home? 

What is the agreed supervision levels, e.g. is it appropriate for the foster carer to leave the room to make drinks, toileting etc. 

	


	What is the purpose of contact?  Is the foster carer expected to teach or demonstrate parenting skills?  

	


	What activities can be undertaken during contact?  Will contact include trips out into the community, e.g. health visits, park etc.  Are there any activities that will not be permitted? How will days out be funded? 

	


	What is required from the foster carers for recording contact, will written records be shared with family members?  If yes, by whom and when?

	


	Health and Safety within the home – Can the family member bring food for the child/ren. Sweets/treats to be discussed in advance. Does the child have any allergies? Will the foster carer be required to provide refreshments/meal for the parents? Does any family member smoke and what will be the arrangements for this? E.g frequency, where they can smoke.  

	


	If the contact agreement is not adhered to, what will be the consequences/ outcomes? How long after the agreed start time, would contact then be cancelled if a family member has not arrived. e.g 15 minutes

	


	When will the contact agreement be reviewed?  How will changes to the agreement be decided?

	


For contact in the foster carers home families agree to the following:

· To inform the foster carer and Social worker if they are unable to attend a contact session. 

· If the family are running late for contact to phone and advise foster carer. Time lost at the beginning of contact will not be made up at the end of the session, as the foster carer may have other commitments. If there is a delay due to the foster carer being late, they must advise the family and Social worker and attempts will be made to make this time up.  Family members should arrive at the agreed start time.
· If the foster carer has a planned holiday, training or fostering commitment such as support group, contact should be re arranged for a date agreeable to both carer and family member. 

· If there is illness within the foster carer’s household, the child’s social worker should be advised as contact will NOT be able to go ahead in the carer’s house. 

· If the adult attending contact appears to be under the influence of drugs or alcohol contact will not go ahead and the social worker should be advised immediately. (Out Of Hours if a weekend). No drugs or alcohol should be brought into the foster carers home. 

· No mobile phones or cameras to be used within contact sessions, without prior agreement from child’s social worker
· No one else to attend contact without prior agreement from child’s social worker
· Gifts/presents for children should be agreed prior to the contact with the child’s social worker

· Family members will be given the opportunity to manage their children’s behaviour, if difficult or risky behaviour continues, foster carer will intervene
· Any decisions about changing contact arrangements should go through the child’s social worker, foster carers are not able to make this decision
Signed and agreed by: 
SIGNED:     ………………………………Parent/Carer

Date:
……………
SIGNED:     ………………………………Parent/Carer

Date:
……………
SIGNED:     ………………..……….……Child/Young Person
Date:
……………
SIGNED:     ………………………………Child’s Social Worker
Date:
……………
SIGNED:     ………………………………Foster Carer

Date:
……………
SIGNED:      ………………………..……Fostering Social Worker
Date:
……………
In case of difficulties with arrangements the family member should contact:……………………………………………………………………

Foster carers  should contact:………………………………………….
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