[image: image1.png]i
HALTON

BOROUGH COUNCIL

A





	POLICY INFORMATION SHEET

	

	Name of Document 


	Financial Support to Children in Need

	Reference Number
	CIN/05


	Service area 
	Children in Need Division, Children & Family Services Department



	Target Audience
	All Staff in Halton Borough Council Children and Family Services Department



	Forum Policy/Procedure/Strategy was approved
	Children and Families Services Senior Management Team 

	Date policy was approved
	October 2017

	Date of last review

	October 2017

	Date of next review(s)


	October 2019

	Status:

Mandatory (all named staff must adhere to guidance)

Optional (procedures and practice can vary between teams)
	Mandatory

	Location of Document


	tri.x - Halton Borough Council Children's Services Procedures Manual

	Related document(s)


	The Children Act 1989

The Care Planning, Placement and Case Review (England) Regulations 2010

Children in Care policies and procedures

Child in Need policies and procedures
Child Protection Policies and Procedures

	Superseded document(s)


	Financial Support to Children in Need 2012

	Responsible officer(s)


	Divisional Manager, Children in Need 

	Any other relevant information
	


1.
Children Living with Parents or Extended Families

1.1
Section 17 of the Children Act places a broad duty on Local Authorities to safeguard and promote the welfare of children within their area who are in need. Local Authorities are required as far as possible to promote the upbringing of such children within their families by providing a range and level of services appropriate to their needs.   
1.2
The services provided by a Local Authority may include giving assistance in kind or in exceptional circumstances in cash. 

1.3
The underlying principle of the existing procedures is that Local Authorities do not have the responsibility to act as a general Income Support Agency that is rightly the responsibility of the Department of Work and Pensions. Hence the Local Authority's limited resources should not be deployed in financially maintaining children within their family network or in placements privately arranged by their families, as state benefit would normally be available to eligible families

1.4
However, as part of its broad duty under Section 17 of the Children Act, the Children and Young People Directorate can make payments or grants to families for specific purposes aimed at supporting arrangements for children. For this purpose, Principal/Practice Managers can authorise payments within agreed limits from the Section 17 Budget and in exceptional circumstances Divisional Managers can authorise higher levels of expenditure. 

1.5
The Local Authority may require repayment of any assistance provided under Section 17 in whole or in part. However regard has to be given to the means of the child and family concerned. The means test provided by the DFES will therefore be used to assess the level of repayments to be made. No person receiving state benefits can be required to make any repayments. 
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