                               Children and Young People in custody
Background
This guidance and procedure is for all young people subject to youth custodial sentences for criminal offences. The most common youth custodial sentence (for two years or less) is known as a Detention and Training Order (DTO). Custodial orders that are made for over two years are Section 90/91 orders. 

Safeguarding Considerations
Working Together (2018) states 

Any assessment of children in secure youth establishments should take account of their specific needs. In all cases, the local authority in which a secure youth establishment is located is responsible for the safety and welfare of the children in that establishment. The host local authority should work with the governor, director, manager or principal of the secure youth establishment and the child’s home local authority, their relevant Youth Offending Team and, where appropriate, the Secure Estate to ensure that the child has a single, comprehensive support plan. 

Where a child becomes looked-after, as a result of being remanded to youth detention accommodation (YDA), the local authority must visit the child and assess the child’s needs before taking a decision. This information must be used to prepare a Detention Placement Plan (DPP), which must set out how the YDA and other practitioners will meet the child’s needs whilst the child remains remanded. The DPP must be reviewed in the same way as a care plan for any other looked-after child. Following the Legal Aid Sentencing and Punishment of Offenders Act 2012 all children and young people remanded by a court in criminal proceedings will be looked-after. The Youth Offending Team should formally notify the Local Authority in all such cases, even if the young person is already open to Children’s Services. This should be done on the same day of the Court hearing.
For further information see: 

Looked after children and youth justice: Application of the Care Planning, Placement and Case Review (England) Regulations 2010 to looked after children in contact with youth justice services: Published April 2014. 
Importance of Working in Partnership

It is essential that all professionals, Health, Children’s Services Social Care, YOT, Education/training, Child and Adolescent Mental Health and the secure estate provision work together to best meet the needs of the child/young person

Procedure
YOT should notify the YCS (Youth Custody Service) as soon as the young person is sentenced. To complete this they will need to complete and send by connectivity:
·  AssetPlus Full Stage

·  AssetPlus custody module 

· Post court report form

Secure estate will be responsible for continued review of Asset+ across the 3 domains of reoffending, safety and well being and risk of harm. 

YOT practitioner and secure estate staff responsibilities 
 Hold and jointly chair an initial planning meeting to agree the plan within 10 days of the custodial sentence being imposed. The plan should: 

· Be based on Asset+ assessment
· Build upon strengths 

· Schedule planning review dates and identify the staff responsible for the delivery of the plan. 

· Include consideration of early release, ROTL and home detention. 

For the further information relating to sentence planning please see National Standards for Youth Justice 2013. 

Review meetings will be needed at the following points in time: 

· Sentence plan reviews must be held at least every 3 months

· The release preparation meeting must be two weeks before the end of the custodial period. 

· The post- release review must be held within the first month following release from custody.

YOT practitioner responsibilities 

· Gather relevant information from key sources external to the secure establishment to inform the initial planning meeting. 
· Attend (in person if possible) the initial planning meeting and the invite the following to attend: 
· the child or young person’s parents/carers 
· local authority social worker 
· education/careers adviser as appropriate 
· child and adolescent mental health services or other health worker from the secure estate and community, as appropriate

· housing/accommodation representative, if appropriate 

· independent visitor, as appropriate 
· other relevant partner agency, as appropriate 
The YOT practitioner should also ensure the young person understands and sign the hard copy of the sentence plan. 

Post Release 

Ensure that the child/ young person reports to the YOT case manager on the same day as their release to the community. Thereafter, manage their supervision in line with National Standards 4 and 8. 

· Chair a post-release review meeting to which, in addition to the young person and their parents/carers, all those deemed necessary to the young person’s successful resettlement are invited. 

· Undertake a home visit (taking into account relevant health and safety considerations) within five working days of transfer, and following that, at least monthly. 

· Provide the secure establishment from which the young person was discharged with any information necessary for them to complete their documentation in relation to the young person (for example, in England, an end of sentence report that incorporates their education, training and employment performance as laid down in Offender’s Learning Journey).
Death/Serious Injury in Custody

Where there is a death, suicide or attempted suicide by a young person in custody, the LSCB Procedures should be followed.  Gateshead Council has no secure provision in its area for young people being placed in custody, therefore, in the cases of death/serious injury in custody, where abuse is suspected, they will be required to co-operate with any Serious Case Review commenced by the Local Authority in the area the young person is placed.

Young Person Reaches 18 

See YJB Joint National Protocol for Transitions in England, 2018. Available at: 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/703310/Joint_National_Protocol_for_Transitions_in_England_for_PDF_-_Final_version.pdf
See also National Standards for Youth Justice 2013 standards 9.58 and 9.59
Guidance

The following guidance may also help professionals in their work with young offenders.

The Children Act 1989 Guidance and Regulations. Local authority responsibilities towards former looked after children in custody. www.publications.education.gov.uk

National Standards for Youth Justice Services (Youth Justice Board). This also covers young people who receive custodial sentences. www.yjb.gov.uk/publications

YJB Custody and Resettlement: section 7 case management guidance: published 15 October 2014

Di Hart’s publication, Tell Them Not to Forget About Me. www.ncb.org.uk
Working together to safeguard children: A guide to interagency working to safeguard and promote the welfare of children: July 2018
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