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	1
	Purpose

	
	To inform Foster Carers of the arrangements to be implemented in the case of fire.

	2
	Scope

	
	All foster carers and family placements.

	3
	References

	
	· Emergency Evacuation Procedure
· Fire Precaution Act, 1971

	4
	Definitions

	
	None

	5
	Action

	
	
	
	
	Person Responsible

	
	5.1 
	Foster carers must have an evacuation plan in writing for their own home.  This must be kept on the foster carers file and updated annually on the occasion of the carers Annual Review or in the event of a carer moving house.  Carers must ensure that all children/young people placed with them are aware of the details as to when and how to exit the home in the event of fire and are regularly reminded of it.  Where possible and practical, evacuations should be practiced.  Details will be recorded in the Contact Sheet.  Good practice would be to extend this awareness to all family members and indeed overnight visitors to the home.
Everyone should be aware as to where to assemble and who to inform in the event of a fire by day or by night.  Everyone will need to know of alternate courses of action to be taken where the desired escape route is unavailable to them e.g. blocked by fire.
	
	FC
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	5.2 
	Where carers/adults and/or young people smoke, care must be taken to ensure that all cigarettes/cigars etc are fully extinguished when finished with.
	
	FC

	
	5.3 
	All occupants should know that in the event of a fire they should close windows and doors.  If possible, that there should be no running, shouting or other forms of panic and that human life is more important than property.
	
	FC
All Family Members

	
	5.4 
	An approved smoke alarm system or smoke detectors should be installed on every level of the house and checked monthly by a named person.  Check details will be recorded in contacts sheets.
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	5.5 
	Each home should have adequate supplies of torches or other emergency lighting, which should be checked regularly by a named person.  Any batteries must be replaced before they expire.
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	5.6 
	Where fire equipment (extinguishers, blankets etc) are available they must be serviced according to instructions.
	
	FC
FPSuW

	
	5.7 
	All flammable materials should be locked in a secure storeroom or cupboard.
	
	FC
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	6
	Documentation

	
	· None
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This procedure/guidance/policy is reviewed by the Management Team or their delegate in consultation with staff, where appropriate, following changes in legislation, good practice guidelines or as is deemed appropriate.

Staff are invited to comment and any recommendations for change/improvement should be in writing to the Senior Admin Officer at the Business Centre who will liaise with the Senior Manager who has authorised release of this document – see control box, front sheet.
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