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	1
	Purpose

	
	To endeavour to ensure that all appliances used by children and young people looked after should be safe and in good working order.  This includes items owned by the children/young people which are brought into the foster carers’ home.

	2
	Scope

	
	This procedure is relevant to all Foster Carers and Families@FamilyCare Ltd personnel and applies to all appliances used by children and young people.

	3
	References

	
	· Risk Assessment documents
· Families@FamilyCare Procedure - Safe Caring

	4
	Definitions

	
	None

	5
	Action

	
	
	
	
	Person Responsible

	
	5.1
	The Foster Carer(s) has/have responsibility for inspecting all appliances used by the children and young people within their homes.
	
	FC

	
	5.2
	The visual inspection is relatively superficial - specifically is there a plug on the appliance?  Does the plug appear to be properly fitted?  Is the electrical lead in good condition i.e. not broken, lose or frayed?  It is recognised and appreciated that Foster Carers and Family Placement Staff are not electricians and the inspection amounts to a common sense assessment.
	
	FC
FP Staff

	
	5.3
	If the appliance is in any way damaged, it should not be used.  Subject to the estimated value of the item being greater than the cost of inspection by a qualified electrician, then such an inspection (including repair) should be arranged.
	
	

	
	5.4
	In the event that an appliance appears unsafe, the child or young person must not be allowed to use it.  It may be stored for them or preferably returned to their parents or person with parental responsibility.
	
	

	
	5.5
	When a child/young person are admitted into a foster carer’s home, any items of electrical (mains) equipment, which they have, should be examined.  If they appear in good order the child or young person should be asked to sign (age fittingly and if appropriate to do so) an acknowledgment as follows:
“This appliance has been ‘superficially’ inspected by ______________________ who is not a qualified electrician.  It appears to be safe.  Neither _________________(name of Foster Carer/Family Placement Support Worker) nor Families@FamilyCare can be liable for any claim arising from its malfunction”. – See example below.
Whilst this “DISCLAIMER” is unlikely to be positively received by any insurer in the event of a ‘malfunction’ the record does show that the ‘unit’ has been inspected and duty of care exercised!
The acknowledgement must be kept in the child's file and referenced on the Contact Sheet.
	
	

	6
	Documentation

	
	None



Example:

Electrical Goods – Owned by Children and Young People – Inspected.

	Description of appliance:



"This appliance has been ‘superficially’ inspected by ____________________ who is not a qualified electrician.  It appears to be safe.
Neither _____________________________ (name of staff) nor Family Care Associates can be liable for any claim arising from its malfunction".
	Signed (child/young person):
	

	Date:
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This procedure/guidance/policy is reviewed by the Management Team or their delegate in consultation with staff, where appropriate, following changes in legislation, good practice guidelines or as is deemed appropriate.

Staff are invited to comment and any recommendations for change/improvement should be in writing to the Senior Admin Officer at the Business Centre who will liaise with the Senior Manager who has authorised release of this document – see control box, front sheet.
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