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	1
	Purpose

	
	To inform as to the use of internal door alarms on bedroom doors. It should be noted that these devices can only be used when it can be evidenced that use of the device may/will assist in keeping the child safe, or prevent injury to others e.g. the child has a history of absconding at night, fire raising etc.

	2
	Scope

	
	[bookmark: _GoBack]Applies to all children and young people cared for by Family Care Fostering Ltd.  

	3
	References

	
	· The Children Act 1989 
· Care Matters: Transforming the Lives of Children and Young People in Care
· The Children Act 2004
· National Minimum Standards for Fostering 2011

	4
	Definitions

	
	None

	5
	Action

	
	
	
	
	Person Responsible

	
	5.1 
	The use of a door alarm must not be used as a form of restraint/limiting mobility around the home.
	
	Staff 
FC

	
	5.2 
	Prior to the use of a door alarm, consideration should be given to the child or young person's age, understanding, personality and personal circumstances.
	
	Staff
FC
RM

	
	5.3 
	Agreement must be obtained from the child or young person’s Local Authority and the agreement recorded on the child’s file.
	
	RM

	
	5.4 
	The use of a door alarm must be in accordance with the child or young person’s Care Plan.
	
	Staff 
FC


	
	5.5 
	A written Risk Assessment should be carried out on the child or young person prior to the use of a door alarm.  All recorded information must be placed in the child or young person's file.
	
	Staff
FC
RM

	
	5.6 
	The situation must be regularly reviewed and the Risk Assessment updated.
	
	Staff
FC
RM



	6
	Documentation

	
	· All Assessment of Risk Forms




This procedure/guidance/policy is reviewed by the Management Team or their delegate in consultation with staff, where appropriate, following changes in legislation, good practice guidelines or as is deemed appropriate.

Staff are invited to comment and any recommendations for change/improvement should be in writing to the Senior Admin Officer at the Business Centre who will liaise with the Senior Manager who has authorised release of this document – see control box, front sheet.
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