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	1
	Purpose

	
	To inform and guide Fostering Staff, Approved Foster Carers, children and young people in placement and responsible Local Authorities about the procedure pertaining to the appropriate use of bedrooms and looked after children and young people sharing a bedroom. 
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	[bookmark: _GoBack]Scope

	
	This is applicable to all Fostering Staff, approved Foster Carers, children and young people looked after and responsible Local Authorities. 
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	References

	
	· The Fostering Service Regulations 2011: Regulations  
· National Minimum Standards for Fostering Services: Standards 10

	4
	Definitions

	
	None

	5
	Action 

	
	Discussion
The foster carers home must be able to comfortably accommodate all who live there.  The home must be warm, adequately furnished and decorated to meet a good standard of hygiene and cleanliness. 
There must be space both inside and outside of the house for children and young people looked after to be able to have space for themselves and can complete their ‘homework’. 
Children and young people who are looked after may also need space for themselves to have time out and privacy.  This is especially the case when some children and young people in care have experienced abuse and/or bullying. 
It is not permitted for foster carers to utilise rooms which are more than one floor away i.e. for foster carers to sleep on the first floor and a looked after child to sleep in a basement room.  In this event the foster carer(s) is unable to appropriately monitor and ultimately keep the child or young person safe. 
	
	

	
	
	
	
	Person Responsible

	
	5.1
	Each child or young person over the age of three years should have their own bedroom. 
	
	FPSW

	
	5.2
	If it is not possible for a child or young person looked after to have their own bedroom the sharing of a bedroom must be agreed by each child/young person’s Local Authority.  
Prior to seeking consent from the placing authority and placing two children in one bedroom Family Care Fostering, in conjunction with the placing authority, must consider any potential bullying, any history of abuse or abusive behaviour, the wishes of the children/young people concerned and all other pertinent facts. 
On agreement with the placing Local Authority, when placing a sibling group of two in one bedroom the decision-making process and outcome of the assessment demonstrating this should be recorded in writing. 
If it is agreed by the placing Local Authority that the children can share a bedroom each child must have their own area within the bedroom.
	
	

	
	5.3
	Two children (unrelated) are not prohibited to share a bedroom.
	
	

	
	5.4
	Regardless of Local Authority agreement, siblings over the age of 8 of the opposite sex are not prohibited to share a bedroom. 
	
	FPSW

	
	
	Foster Carers
	
	

	
	5.5
	The approved foster carer(s) must ensure the two children sharing a bedroom each have their own area within the bedroom.
	
	FC
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	Documentation

	
	None





This procedure/guidance/policy is reviewed by the Executive Team or their delegate in consultation with staff, where appropriate, following changes in legislation, good practice guidelines or as is deemed appropriate.

Staff are invited to comment and any recommendations for change/improvement should be in writing to the Senior Admin Officer at the Business Centre who will liaise with the Senior Manager who has authorised release of this document – see control box, front sheet.
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